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Wherein Arguments are” rendered te their ſerious conſidera 
| More againſt attice ;-.the unlawfnlneſs thereof & 

andthe Proc bc anſwered, which commonly are, 

be pleaded , in oagy of it. 
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For uh are alle Apoſtles, debeirful worker s orming t ves ipt: 
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Light, Therefore it i no gr ge thing if by imflers alſe bot yu 
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Take heed whom you hear, | 
=H E Idolatrous madneſs of the .Common-Bxky er. 


wma Book-worſhip, hath of late been made ſo, 
RS to all the Houſhold of Faith in the Nation,thatmy 
* | confidence is great, - that it ſhall not proceed any 
WM further to enſnare and pollute any. of the Sons = | 
8 and Daughters of -God, by Joyning an the affexing -_** 
V6 ts , up of ſuch range fire unto him, though there - 
be ſome, who, having formerly cat it of as a'menfiruous 1ag of Popiſh 
devotion, ate of late, with the Dog, returned unto their vomit, M#+ - 
king themſelves tranſ(grefſors by building up, what once- they _ | 
ed ; yet God (I cruſt) will ſuddenly top and heal this unctean fly 

in the body of his People, and ſo curſe the root of this birrerneſs, | 
that it ſhall not bring forth much fruit, nor many be. defiled with it, e? 
Yea, though a ſecond Repentance in ſuch caſes, be-not a fruic- that —, * 
groweth very plentifully on the Tree of fleſh and blocd, yet am I net e 
Without all hope but that through the grace and mercy of God, (ome 
of thoſe'may awaken, and 'recover thejnſelves out of this Snaze. af 
Satan, whole foot_hath been taken, and is (at preſent ) held jn-i8, 

I confeſs the World hath of late' given a furious on-ſet and thatye 
upon the Saints of God amongſt us, yea, upon/all that profeſſed any - 
thing (almoſt) after the manner of Saints, and as becometh the Gg-" 
ſpel, to cauſg them to give.back from thar holy ground which they * 
had gained, and on which they Rood 3 Neither is ir any mazvel,theye 
being {6 tfany millions of a ſtricter Profeſſion in the Nation, that #1 - 
of them ſhould nor prove valiant in fight, 'or that ſome of ns 
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But fea\ who'tremble to make gods of men, | 
vy aſctibing urits then the incommunicable property or prezogarive 
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t God, inapy inting and impoſing his own Worſhip,- unto' the (afe- 
»warding of his- biefling upon thoſe eonviaions of the Truth, © which 
laye fubdued their Judgments and Conſciences underiit ; and thoſe 
Fate turned afide like a deceitful for,warped] bow, unto-the mer- 
- cies of God, for the bringing of them back again from Babylon" unto 
_ Sn, that they be not ſurprized in the vengeance of Babylon, / (which 

is now even at the door) T ſhall proceed to tender unto the Confci- 
. ences of thoſe, whoſe ſovereign intereſt it is to approve themſelves 
throughly unto God, a few Confiderarions, by the-light whereof they 
may or unlawfulit is (eſpecially as the-caſe now Randeth) to be 
Heavers, where men of Epiſcopal Ordination, - by vertye hereof. are 
the Trachers. ka wil 


CONSIDERATION 1. 


*, , That Authorigy of Teaching; wherewich the Teachers we ſpeak of | 
#re inveſted, by that kind of Biſhop which preſumes to give it,-is a 
- meet nullity and lye; The Goſpel kngws no Biſhop gf ſuch a-chara- 
Qet or complexion, as are appropriately theirs, who claim and cxer- 
ciſe 2 power as of obfruding upon Chriſt and his Churches,on the one 
hand, what perſons they pleaſe in the name of Miniſters,or Teachers, 
(only tf they be deſirous to accept of this ſacred inveſtiture from theix 
hand) ſo on the other hand, to keep back ſuch from their Service, 
whom both the, one and the other, moſt defice in this relation, only 
becauſe God hath not given them Darkneſs for a Viſion, or ſent them 
this frog deluſion, confidently 6 imagine, that they ſee Prelates, or 
Divceſan Biſhops, walking like Angels in the plains of the Goſpel, and 
Chriſt giving them power\to preſcribe in bis Church what forms of 
"Worthip, be they never ſs wncouth, and what Ceremonies, be they 
- neverſo apt{h,they pleaſe. Belides many othet Writings, bord for- 
merly,and more lately publiſhed, which demonſirate the Generation 
'of ſuch Biſhops to be Ahens-and Strangers to the Laws and Sratutes of 
[the Common-wealch of 1ſrael, The f Eobelh, # of Timothy and 


Fits, with che Angel of the Church of Epheius (a Book firft com- 


piled and printed, Aww 1636, and lately reptinted, with ſu 
- "Hola nts, by the Learned Gentleman, Wikiew Preone Blah 
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cleanly vintienes me . 
ſends thenvto {ack their 
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. aſhamed torfindit-! And(dobbtleſs) rhe conteſt abour Prelatical Us 
ſurpations hadbeen compnmiſed lapg before this, /and the Churches 
off brif diſcharged of: GENES burdens; were not all diſ- 

res againſt carnal Intereſts; like gapings againſt. an-Qven, and the 

Srarb; though Speak;ng withtbe tongwes of Men and. Angels, a Baibari- 

an unto thoſe, whoſe Judgements and Conſciences are under an arreſt X 
by the pomp: and grandure, either :n.Spe, or i» Re, of this preſenc | 
world : For to-reaſon Un-bewitched,it cannot (lightly) but appear an 
ipcredibiliry of the firft Magnitude,that Chysft ſhould.appoint tuch an 
High Officer in his Churcb,as the Dvoceſas,. and eſpeqally the He- 
tropolican Biſhop beareth himſelf with an importune and high hand to 
be ; and yernenher give them any name whereby to be known or di- 
Ringuiſhed from others, nox yet os, them any work or Service at 
all, 1n,-or for the-Church. .When Chrif ASCENDED on High,an 
ave gifts unto-men, be gave ſome Apoſtles ; axd ſame Prophets z; « 
þ ak Evangelifts - and. ſome Paſtors and Teachers: but we hear of 
none given, either Lord Biſhops, Dioceſans, or Metropolitans, 
When he DESCENDED into Hell .| or, into the lower parts of the 
Earth ] themſelves will not plead, -that he brought them up from 
thence. Therefore (without controverkie )they are no plants of Chryſts 
anting ; neither is there any thingin-the, Church for them todo : 
or the whole work that concerns the ſpiritual welfare of the Church 
from firſt to la, is commirted ro the Church- Officers lately named _ = 
© by the Apoſile, as being every way ſufficient for the effeRual per- 
formance of it., This the Context ſpeaks plainly enough, and without 
z Parable : He gave ſome Apoſiles, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; 
For the perfeBling of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, fot the edi- 
fhing of the body of Chriſt ; till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of . - knowledge of. the Son of God, unto « perfett man, un'o the meaſure 
of 'the ſlatwre of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; That we henceforth be no more 

Children tofſed to and fro, &c. Epheſ,4.11,12,1 3,14. So that there js 

no empty or void ſpace jn the ſpiritual Concernments of the Church, 

for our Dioceſan Biſhops to-thruſk-in wich their, importune and offict- 
ous interpolure; Apoſiles, Prophets, Evangeliſtr,, Paſtors ind Teachers; 
have the whole heticage of this- work divided amongſt the by the 

Lord Chriſt hiumiclf. Ort there be any ihiog lefr for ous Lord Biſhops . 

to-do by way of ſervice to the'Qhurch, ir is to reach them, as Gideon 

taught the men of Succa:b, with thorns and Bryarg, /to perfe& them 


. - though ſufferings,and {0.to prepare-them fox cheir glory : ET _ 
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and mofi tobe done. by the vileſt and moſt unworthy-of 


{ projier 
therefore(I congeive) he hath judged :ttmevt to afford ns Furey 
= ety rate nn be _ Actors in CN it. Buenow 
tkind of Biſhop-we ſpeak of, being no Goſpel Creature, noy any 
wayes derived or deſcetded-from Chriſt," it is « clear caſe that be 
hath no righe of authoriry'or powet from hin (.and from any-other 


leffe to cteare; or make atiy Goſpel Miniſter Iris a true rule, New 
Entis nulle ſunt affeFtiones , nulla ift efficacia ;, That which is not, hath 
' notwherewith to aCt, or operate, So that as the Apoſtle Peter {aid to 
' the Ctipl&,. Silver and Gold have 1 none ; but ſuch at I bave give une 
Yeh, (8s 3:6.) Our Dioceſan Biſhops may on the contrary (a 
unto thoſe ther come'untd themfor Aiithority and Power to preach - 
the Goſpel; Silver and Gold wz have in abundance, but that which 
we have, We Will not giveunto you. 3 but What we have not, that we 
freely givewnrs you ; Go, aud preach the Goſpel | although neither do 
they give this their worhing very freely, untefſe'irbe im fuch afence, 
whereift's Metchant-may be fad iro part with his bad 'commodity 
vety fteely;or willingly, whew/tie knows hethall receive more mio- 
ney for itthan it is worth ] Therefore they, who embrace men Epiſ« 
copally-ordained,''s Teichers ſent by Chyift, and upot/this'account 
hearthem, ſet their eyes upon that which 1s:not, yea; and do homage ' 
unto an Idol,” 4 » WYORR: wer zo rt IT 


GONSIDE RATION 11. 


To afford our preſence and attention unto men preaching by Epi/- 
copal Authority, 48 to firengthen 'the Hierarchical Intereſt, to credie 
and countenance the horrid Uſutparions of the Prelarical-Order; in, 
and over the Churctigs'of Chriſt + and conſequently;:to involve our 
ſelves in the-guilt\of all thoſe/out-tages of oppreffion and cruelty, 
whereby ' they daily waſte 9d Wear out thE'Saiars of God amongſt 
therh ; and fo to render our ſelves juſtly liable to partake with them 
EY, In their plagies, *Wh:n/ God thall bring the day of their vengeance 
| _ thein, +T# 6wn thoſe* for our Mirſiſters: and Teachers, ' who 
"Ire'ferit forth bythem-6'teach- {arid 6wn them forſuch/we. do, if wer 
es 4 - ? fre. 


he cannot have it) -to exerciſe any EccteGuſtical funtion at all, much + 


as far as lyorhvjn us;; to/make the-Mountain. of their preſent power 
ſo; Krong-that'1t ſhould never be moved; by what other mears 
mare. probable, erpromitmg, could we endeayour, or attempt it ? 
For who, though butin face a Chryſtienz» will not fear 40. have a band 
inthe rooting out, yea; ar in oppoting,” ſuch men; ar-ſach an order of 
men, 'amongtt them, wr ve this teltimony-from (xious and well. 
adviſed Chriſtians, that Fefws ( brifÞ hath entiulted them with | the 
care,. and powr of providing meet and worthy Mipiſters for all his 
Churches round about chem? Yerdly, Yeridy, þ ſay unto you, -( faith 
Chyilt, Fab» x 3.20. ) if 4favd any, ( Sd ourformes Twnllaney, and 
Fo the Original ) br that receruerh him, receiogrfynne ; | and} he yhatre- 
cerveth me, recerunth bums that ſent me; He is (aid to receive s Mini- 
fer, or meſſenger, ſent by Chit, who bearerth-him, (as appearerh by 
the parallel place, Zaky 10,16. ) that is, wha bearech/bimy as, ar ber 
caute, fent: by Chrift ; or, whoheareth bis Doctrine wich reverence 
and ſabmiſfion, and ſo as to own it. © Now the/neetrvang of Chr 4in 
bis Mefſengers, or, in their /No&rine] /i2 ſuch; dn a& which tenderh 
highly to the. honour of Chrift, and to. the confirmnation-and enlarg+ 
ment of his intereſt in the world, and is'mentiooed under (uch 2 con- 
fderation -as this, in the words now cited : Therefore: upon: the. 
ſame account, he that receiverh, or heereth, perſons ſent þy ous Ape- 
crapbal Biſhops to preach; recezverh them, and hereby captributerh 
nat little towards the eſtabliſhment of them in the polleſſhon of thas 
exorbitant and monftrous powez, by which they -tyrannize oves the 
coniciences and comforts of- thoſe, that are loyal and faithful unco 
Feſus Chrift, and ſo (as baib been ſaid) becomes arcetlary, to all the 
1ufferings of the Saints, by means'of that power, in thoſe mens hands 
This is.anothex canfderation.difi wading, the people of, God from «at- 
rending upon- Epiſcopal Emillacict in their wark of preac hinge © v4 

* 00827] 2 

CONSIDERATION A411, + 


; Tha hearing of men ſent by the Biſhops, being (48-was now ſhewed) 
a receiving of theſe Biſhops/themſebves (inthe {ence declared) muſt 


, -nceds be a walking unchatitably towards them , and A < | 


y ſuch our approbation of them 2+ Qr were we'defirous,, 
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n)s joyceing in 
blo ws forth, ty ee 

- frice; yes; and think they. do ang tor wn wop obey 
vice, by ſupplying theſe trom time to time with men of wot 
able toſpeak unco them: Men, 172 they hope they may,or ſhall 
be ſaved ?\-Men-chat- receive ſo large age the uſefulneſs; 
of their tied eſs of 4c. x dealings in them, 
from perſons ſo ate as thoſe on are not like to-1e- 
ſen!, »r4uſpeR; any ſuch evil in cicher,for which the ey need any open, 
or ſolema; repentance. So that for the ſervants of God cs honour, 

- with- if arcendance, the Miniſtry of men preaching 
ik 7 is (iv'reality of conftruRion ) a Ce the! 

-" ehamifelves'7 and ( doucleſs ) what Solowor ſpeaks ( Prov. 26. 28 FT 
of & frattering month, as viz. that it worketh ruin, is altogether as true 
of ations, by which men may be flattered inco ruine, 'as 
well as by words of like import,, Now though the Biſhops we \ 

q Grit _—_— dry ures g7 taco ecious lg 
out 
AC borne, which Chrift himſelf OY in-thither 5 


rarity by keeping out many others of like worthy chearaRex, not: 
| Ting wy os ' entrance, but ogely by the poltuted oor of their Ordins- 
} ion by hich 


yety few, or none, qualified aright for the 
can obtain leave of their conſciences to eager ; but chiefly. bylleiting © 
' =_ them, or obrruding upon them, | ignorant, ſcandalous, andprg- 
| - phane perſons, for fpiricual Guides, befides many other exemplary 
*$ miſde unworthy praRtiſes,in their own lives and conves- 
4s Gains 2-although(1 ſay) our Biſhops' (ſo called) do by theſe meahs;, 


withour the lealb regret, or remodſe of -conſcje bring upon their 
” heads che * Moog 6 ng op thouſand x OW 
4 a cm 


ildren of God, if & chey ſhall a& 
_ Which .is gy onp oor the perdicion of their ſouls, -the ſalvation 
whereof, { the enormous wickedneſs of. the men notwithſtanding ) 


# ; | {they ſtand bou 
1x: © wards God; moto: hinder-(us by encouraging, ot cha 
il mY , bj romene Fich thebeſtof 2þci 
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ous ſouls, yet mill na not this: 


nd, beth by the Law of charity, and in conſcience to- / 
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rs, t6 bring him ro' 56a by calioni ns refleR upowrhe» 
evil of his way more 1eriowu fy and fo to furtherdiſs ſalvation ) inhike* 
manner, the withdrawing of good Chriſtians from the Prelaces iti cheir 
Minifters (in whoſe creation, and if V pig upon/Churches, they Walk | 
moſt ber re bai 2 from -promifmg and likely impory/rs 
make them aſhamed of. ſach'thejr/Vrefagicatipreſanptions and-atiides | 
meanors, - cannot 1n nba at in cofffGience, 'bur be interpreted' as 2 
matcer of ny lying upon them to practiſe : If men have any thing of 
men, any ſpark of ingenuity in'them, any ſence of intereſt eitherwith 

God or men; they cannot bur be ſeverely /jealins of ſuch wayes/and.do- 

- Inge; upon which-the Generation'of the 'Righteous/ſhall fer 7 Udrblack 
brand of F their dif-approbation, by refuſing alt communion and fellow- 

hip with them; evenart a diftance3*'and this out'of Con(cience'towards - 
God, and for fear of his diſpleaſure. 


CONSID ERATION. Y, 


Toxaccept, with GUNN and ſatisfaRion,. of ſpiritual means, 
proffered, or conveyed unto us, i a falſe authority y, ar by perſotis ng - 
kg intereſſed, or zacrutted by Chriſt, is, as far as in us lyeth.gp make 
void, (however) to'dilcredirg the right and jult title of thoſe, fpon + 
whom Che bath (indeed) conferred this truſt and honour ;' and a$he, a 
who renting Ix) man's Ground, fhall turn Tenant,and | pay his Rent 
to Falſe Lan ord, upon. a pretended claim made by him of right.co 
the ſaid : bad pil CEOS and diſableth the title of 'the true# In : 
like manner, he. that from time to time ſhall honour wich his preſence _ | 
and attention, a Miniſtry advanced by ſuch an order'of men, who have 

no Ne buronly a frivolous and <mPty.Þ £246 of right to impoſe Mi- 
niſlers upon Chriſtian Congregations,..m obſcure and - 
wrong the: juſt ticle.and claim, - which rhe Chet ber Chri## have, by 
the gracious donation and grant of Chft, to _ ordain, and ſet over 
themſelves Paſtors and Teachers, .' .._ - * | 


CONSIDERATION VT. 


For. a man'not [to depend upon God for-ſuch:a bleiling upo n; his difie. 
gent and a endeavourgghn , arg calling, Aka «al gy " 


unto nv in caſe-the 
to the uſe of ſuch means 0 


unqueſtionably approved b: 
— run but ſoſclnd 


| deny at this =, not. >to accept of any "ct ones 
pong or pretended by them. . - 


CONS IDERATION VII. 


Þ 0 To undermine and defeat the counſels and AA Ba of men, who've- 
! "ft the Tyuth (as Fearnerand Fawbre: did Moſer, 2 Tim. 3.8.) by means 
and wyycs law ond fa to the Goſpel , Ye I 


b- 2 - bow much-more upon all Saints? That our Lord are deep in 

þ. the condemnation of acting he OB and 4 i mack the 
=p ogy = amaeck wherein thoſe E Ws en = & - 
| moting a- counterfel e rage: God, 
Beanrath ory. as thoſe Sercerers rely and they 


; Ping the 3 | | r'Pro- 

that a dereRtion or Arey of the Folly haps er thoſe, 
lar i ear {fe refit the __ ( for the Scri 

of the Truth to be madneſs, or folly 

ar, fo mhomforet tb 17g Pet. 2.16. 2 Tim, 

7.5. Ni an « means to. ſupercede wickedneſs in that 

at tree theie furiber progreſle i in their coutſe,, or 
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5 unto 
abſtinence... "_ | 
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coed 
Saut's _ Dal 
__ 4, and conſequently again bimſel6.- The Hiſtorical 
aflage bereof may be- read -1 Sam. ' 20.-from verſ,, 24, to the end of 
ver. 34. For, as'Sexl, finding Dewid's accultomed place at his Table 
empty twice together, was hereby provoked to ſhew-himſelf in hw co- 
outs of wretchedneſs and impiety :'So-is it not unlike bur zhat ſober and 
| men, by a conſtant. : [themſelves from Minifiers.of the 
ierarchical UnRion, on whoſe-MiniRry they had formerly been wops 
to attend, will draw out into the view of * men, thac ſame. « 
that folly,or madneſs, in their great Lords. and Maſters ' (the Biſhops ; 
which being diſcovered, will rendep them the; general abhorring of men, 
and,ſo, caule;them-to fall like Lightning from che Heaven of their lord 
and put a period.to theic Kingdom. And ag the. providence of God.de- 
livered Dewd from the malicious and bloody rage of Sax!, wherewith 
he purſued him upon hig abſence from his Table ; fo may the ood Peo- 
ple of God expeR proreRion from on high, in caſe the ſaid Biſhops, 
making chemſelves agMieved at their (egy from thei {piricual pro- 
vifons, which they have ordained for | thall atrempt to magukic 
themſelves in-wrath and revenge” againſt thera, Befides, the .gene: 
refraining of ſober and underſtanding Chriftians from the Miniſtry of a 
"-Prelatical eretion, which many of them had (in the fimplicity of their 
hearts) formerly frequented, cannot but gecalon pacſpns of ingenuous 
and fres ſpirits,toenquize into the grounds and $ hereof ; in which 
enquiry, very.probable i; is that they will diſcover, or be led to. ſome- 
what, either in the Office, or. Uſurpations, of the Prelatical Order, as 
the juſt occahon of it ; the confideration whereof may cauſe themgalſo.zo 1 
. turn Apoſtates from theu former efteem and approbation of them. Y 


+ .CONSLDERATION..NUI. 
If we ſpeak of the generality of thoſe Miniftess, who retain the ig- 
B 2 - -mature 
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on, and to vend' the 


- (and 'commonly-more then one) z# their Opiirment,” which cauſeth it to 
|  - caſtforth'ilinking favour in the Nofjils of theſe who bevither ſenſes 
exFreiſed to diſcern botls (goog and evil; (Neiher car itil 1tiſon be ex- 
peed otherwiſe +! For being {worn Vaſlals to ther Prelaticat Intereſt 


emp Gratidure, inz.and: over 'the' Churches of Chr;f,: the Mini«- 
hew 


$19 oppofition-to the-holy deſires 4nd-defigy 'of thetrue and 
faichful ſervants of: God, whoſe hearts are"deeply ſer within them for 


. form of it, and not to. acknowledge, or do.homage unto any perſon, ot 
efſons; cHiming dominion over their faith, -bur unto Chrift onely.. 
The particulars, by one; or more'of which, the faid Miniſtersare wont: 
to make the hearts of perſotis rtuly f goal, wendy 4nd ſad;are thefe (with 
their fellows) 1. They are; exprefly enjoyned-by their Patent to ſhew 
their child: like: (that 1-ſay; mot blind) obedience to their Grand- 
- + DFathers-( the Biſhops ) by laying over theip Creed, and their Pate#« 
Noſttr, ovet,; and over, #nd-over, orice. ( at leaft) every month, tove- 
the with" the ret of 'the*Eevices comprehended under the Fifle'sf 
Contdimn-Prayer, and this pablickly,” ahditr the face of their Congregal. 
_tioh, appearing alſo in their Maſters Livery { Tmean, the Surplice ] 
that all men may know to whom they belong, and whoſe Servants they 


thoſe/who truly feaf God. © 2. They bow down' their /necks <0 'the 
:yoak of CereTonies, ' and” yeeld' that obſervance to” the fopperiey of * 
men; which is-due to the'moſt weighty precepts'of God. 3,, There 
& - FHrefewof them, who content themſelves with the fimple obſervation 
of theſe Ceremonies, but think ir their duty-to take-pitty on them, be. 
-/ ing ſogenerally hated, oppoſed, and condemned, andto'ſpeak a good 
© word for them now and* then, * and to juſtife'borh the practice and im- 
poſition of them, 4, There are not many of thoſe, that are leaſt ob»; 
noxious amongſt them, but will: think it,” either their ditty, or their-. 
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beRt; and wholiomeſt:Droggs, and Receits; bye ohe or other dead fly 


'- and Deſign; and this being"to ſubje&the power of 'godlineſs'unts' the - 
- _ form; andſot0+uphold' their ſyper-numerary Fun&tion, Dignity; 4nd" 


weſpezk'of are ever and-andh; .ordttimes, neceſſitared x9 att. 
75 ogy 


the advancement of the -power of godlineſs in the world, above the . 


are; This is one greit nuyſance done 'by theſe men to the ſpirits of 


wiſdom; | 
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ndurably of their gracious -and Ben to 
Function as Sacted, and-of. Divine/Inftitucion, ——_— 
ſary for the Peace arid good GoverniMent of the Church; ce, ? 


isthere of 'thetn, 'burt, be be never (0-co ſhorr- in egy 
before his Sermomy yet altowertra large roomech forthe mention. of bi 

Reverend, if not Right Reverend ÞFachers-in God ; ( as4f they n+ 
peed that God would not know-chat.they meant'rthem,”unleſs t 

preſemed them in their- Pontaficalibus before him) yea, and givet 
flattering and unbeſeeming Titles tq other great perions alſo? . 6, They 
are the (malleſt number of them, who will-not ſeme! in une (avleat) 
reach ( un effect ). the importune Doctrine of blind Obethencs to Supe» 
riours, both Ecclehaltical and Civil: Tt is likes they? will not teach 
tais Obedience under the term Bf, b/ind, becauſe Proteſtant Wiiters 
have ma it infamous among pexſons of this profethong by ofe-charg- 
ing the tine- of REIND Obedience, as Antichriſtian, \'upon'the, 


Feſmites, | Bat when 4hey fall upon hammering this nay (Lmean of obes, 
dience andſubjeQtion toi Supertours:) they {6 forge it, as thatthey-leave .* 


no liberty or freedom of judgment, or conſcience, to. anferiours, /t6 
judge of the lawfulneſs,and unlawfulneſs of the Superiours coramand ; 
but- conclude thoſe amongſt cranſgreſſors, and perſons worthy fevere 
puniſhment, that refuſe to- conform themſelves toitheur injunfions, 
thoughtheir judgments and confciences conclude them never ſo ( matiz. 
feRly) unlawful. And what is this, but ( ineffeR). topreachand preſs 
the'ungodly, yea, unmanly do&rine of 5/ind Obedience ? Yea, lome of 
them do not forbzar to place the Perfetion, or highe(t rain of \that 


. Mortification and ſelf-&2nyal, which they preach, in that kind of blind 


Obedience to Superiours, Which-hath been mencioned.. 7, They are 
not a few of thoſe that are of-bz{t eſteem 1n che ſaid party of Minifters, 
who will not find, or take 6ccafion (ſometimes) to-vent themſelves.in 


unworthy and-baſe reflections upon the Nower of Godlineſs, and upon. . 


perſons more tenderly conſcunaugge than themſelves, and who ſtrain 


at-the Camels, Which they ſwallow, '8, (and laſtly,) There is hard- 
" ly one of - a thouſand of them, that (according to their duty.) will ory 


alexd,) and lift wpthrr Viice like a Trumpet, to. ſhew their great Lords 
and- Maſters their great tranſgreſſtons, 1n perſecuting: the Servants of 
the living God, in ſupprethin their Chriſtie» and guſt Liberties, in 
thtuſting their zealous and faithful Teachers out of the SanRuary, in 
obtrading upon them dumb- Doggs- ( or woiſe tkan dumb) / or greed 
Wolves, in their tead ; inexaſperating the ſpirits of Rulers: again 


them, and repreſenting them as perſons dangerous to. the State, and 
troublers. 


wiſdom, or borh,«t6; tel an Opportunity ( ſometimes) co-(pedk bor 
organ ry we. vo gon 10 
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'. froth: none. of which they ſhall aRually ſuffer in any. of theſe kinds ; 


0 


- 


men, when 


- they cannot at any ume 20 0 hear them with any reaſonable Secu- 
xity,but that ſome or other of this Gall and Vinegar will be given them 
to drink. This then is another Confideration to take off our edge fiom 


CONSIDERATION 1X, 
4 


. As for the generality, or far greater part of the body of that Mi. 
piſtry, from Which we endeavour to perſwade good men to'Vhrn away, 
- they are a company of ſad ſouls, men, who'(accorging to tha Proverb) 
' Anwar haben: pro ſale ;; they have fouls ſerving only to preſerve their 


bodies from purifying : Some of them profoundly ignorant, ſcarce 
underſtanding their ick,, or how to finde gut the. Plalmes and 
Lefſons appointed for the, day in the. Biſhops. Calendar : others, 


'” - , Aromn'd in; ſenſuality, deſperately debauched;;, much. Gacer to. be 


made Prieſts to ſerve at the-Pagan Altars of , Bacchus, 3nd Fenn, than 

_ t6- miniſter the Holy things'of Jeſs Chriſt : others poſleſled with a 
ſpirit of prophaneſs, whick tnakech them bold to take the Name 'of 
God in- vain, and to make-frothy jets and conceits of things:molt 
ſacred : Others wolfiſhly covetous. and cruel, rigorouſly exatting of 
their People the u:moft Farthing of Wages, which ther Law alloweth, 
for the [malleſ pittance of Work;or Serviae, which the Law tolerateth. 
All theſe have (as it were) given hoſtages to Satan, fo ſecure him that - 
they will never make any hoſtile attempt upon him, nor diſturb him 

' in his poſſeſſion of -any ſoul under fps power. Now this retrimenti- 
tious party of the Miniſtry we (peak Of, ate ovro»us, fellow-members 
of the ſame body. of Miniſters, with thoſe, whoſe Charadter was given” | 
in the former Conſideration, and to whom-we here likewiſe gave the 

- preheminence 1n worth, amongſt and aboye all their fellows :. So that 
thoſe reſpeRts, and: that honour, which we caſt upon theſe in our atren- 
dance upon their Miniſtry, .xedound (in part aticaft) unto the others 
alſo: and ſo: by countenancing: the worthieft and beſt, of this diſor- 

. fered order,we countenance and:comfortthe worſt and vileſt likewiſe; 
For-( as the Apoſtie:faith ) If one wember be honowred, all the members 


rYejonce 
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cus, We encourage 


Whereas the Ordination*of Miniſters, when regularly and Quly 

== is of a very promiſing conſequence ynto their Miniftry,the 
leiſing of God (as it were of courſe) following it; the Ordination of 
the Prelatical Clergy, being not only contrary to the Laws eſtabliſhed 
by Chryft, in the Common-wealth of i acl, for the government there- 
of bur alſo mi and" tran; by men that -are no friends of 
God, nor lovers of his Saints, nor of the purity of his Worſhip," nor of 4 
the __ of Godlineſs, is, in reſpe& of the ſucceſs of their Miniſtry, 
much more threatning, than promiſing, God being no wayes like to 
give any onnay from Heaven on deing ſent forth into his 
work upon terms {0 hi ; Army 2g and diſpleafing to hin; for, 
the Prayers; by whic Miniſter to be ordained, is recommen- 
ded unto the Grace and Blefſing of God,. in the work of the Miniſtry,. 
by thoſe that are preſent, and aſſiſting in the buſineſs, being: (upon the: | 
marter ) the Al» Ab, of, or in, the tranſaRion (for laying on of hands. - 
is only a Ceremony, and queſtioned by ſome whether neceſſary, 3 
or fitting, to be uſed in theſe dayes)'and the ſacrifice of the michel hr | 
an pron: fv A unto the Lord," as the Prayer of the upright i his delight, 

( Prov.ry.8. ) we have but a quick-ſand for a foundation of any hopes 

that Miniſters Prelatically ordained, are” ſent forth unto the great 
' _ of the Goſpel, with a bl , and not rather under 2 curſe, . $5 

ſuppoſe we (For argument ) that out Lord Biſhops, andheir- 
, Chaplains ( who are the great, if notthe only doers, in the Solemni- 
ties of their Ordination ) were lovers of God indeed, and no wa 
diſaffeRed againſt perſons truly holy and conſcientious ;- yet thi yr 


__ With the Miniltets, who' arc by the particular Churches'of the Saitits 
-- © thoſemtoſerve then; in the high concernmnts'of their erernal ſalvi- 
--. ©» Honzare, by chem ſolemnly-aflembled, wich prayer and fafting for the 
I urpoſe, preſented unto God in the day of their Ordinarionf, Thar 
-—  . Charity is. rate, waich keeperh not her felf warmer at home than *. 
;-—et "" CONSIDERATION X1. 


Many who at firſt intended nothing more in hearing the Miniſters we 
- ſpeak of, bur their own Chriſtian Edification and Comfort, and nothing 
- _ Tteflgthan to become Proſelytes to their "+, forms of . impoſed wor- 
| tip, or to comport with them in their dereftable things ( Ezck. 7,20, 
1 mean their FanatickCeremonies ) orto approve of their Hierarch- 
cal. Mithon into the Vineyard of Chriſt, &c. yet by a frequent and fa- 
miliar converſe with them in their Miniftry, bave in time” { and Tome 
in a very ſhort rimeJ been ſo'rransformed.in their Judgemenrs & Con * 
”. ; ſciences, as toſwillow all theſe Cxmets without Rtraintng, and to make 
> ,-.* one ſpirit with them in all their eAmchr tian Principlesand Praftices., 
The heat of thacpleaſure and contentment Which we ſometimes takein 
- the commendable and worthy ſayings or doings'of men, proves a ſnare 
> unto us to fall it with them in ſayings and doings of a contraryamport, 
>. andwhichateof avery dangerous, if not deftruRive confequence uh- 
; tous: fo that in this ſenſe it 1s not only true, that wiz: xeaxu,, tt] hot 
._ - -milies, or diſcourſes ( as the Apoſtle expteſles himſelf with the heathen. 
-**Poer,. I Cor. 15.33.) but even ipr/iz veal, good and worthy commu. 
2» Hications, many times, occaGonally, and from ſome kind of men, cor- 
= _gujt good manners. The unſound and{100tren DoArines of the Phariſees 
: "'{ a3 of the Suddncer allo) were (it ſeems) of aleayemrig nature, apt to 
- *Ptead, and to ifiſinuate themſelves into the minds,and judgements,and 
©. effeRions of men. '' Our Savidur himſelf declarerh this unto os, patt- 
> -Iy by comparing them unto leayen, bur more plainly by admoniſhing the 
E. ez yea, tis Diſcipl-s themſelves,-over and over,to Took rb -, 
->.* " Te}ves tharthey were nogenſnared with them : Then Jeſus ſaid unto 
LY" them, TAKE HEED and BEWARE of -rheleaven of thi\ Phariſees, &c. 
- - Wat; 16.6, See alſo Mark8. 15; Now one main reaſon why their 
\ Evil and unſound DoRrines were ſeycarching, and likely by —_— 
wo” | litfle 
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atiy Method mote” commodious or promufing/anto men, 

whoſe debgn it 1s to wort fober and goad meniour of a4ove and liking 

of ſome. part of thoſe Truths, which er preſene they believe, then 

by giving thetn their fill of fatisfaRtion and contentment. in ſome 
others them. ly $ | t -41+V 
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 Althoygh webe in ſome ſtrait yer ro combine with-any' corrupt Tn+ 
tereſt or Correſporidency, for gccomMnedarion or help; of -eo-fall in 
vith, men,  Mho*have not. God amongſt them, however they may be 
orbermiſe of a yety promiſing aſpe&umous, hab ofren;if nor-al 
wayes,beeo of dangerous conſequence untothoſe jthar hive anempt 
ed. and ed, the bertering” of  their"condition'in ſuch? a way, 


When oxi ing of Fudeh, judging himſelf unable»to wage war 
Mount Serr, with bis own-ltcength, had hired 


2g1inſt the Children © 4 
- aw 


_. 


; oven rhey were in-an har 
diag by theſe applications bur ſorrow and ſhame * God threat- 


Ley: Then ſpate «lſs be Jhemed of Egypt, 
| Pabayes 4 I Ew NE Ti 
Teuth=! 6,7: That: whe Prelatical Co 
MEN orthe Gloryof: t the Cauſe, and. Kind , of Fe/14 
Chrif, rongins Choc by eh and in oppoits hes 
F & corrupt, and obnoxious tothe 
demontiration unſo thoſe, the 


ſomewhit mare may be a X 
Gy : queſtion ie muſt be) hath been largely - ed.and leatned- 
cided by others. As forthe late reviving of this Intereſt 


oe hana 6< 67 | | ready to beve given ip] 3, 
© Ghoſtfor miny-years 79 the it cannot be looked upon-mith a \pi- 
ritualiy-diſcerning eye, Ou edn is frequently obſerved in Joag 252 


| before death ; and as the ſerringup of 
» the ſecond'timean' his place, after he had once fallen'upon his 
to.the/ Earth;before the Ark.of God,oecalionet his ſecond down- 
Fall \by-whigtibe loſthis head (x Sow, ſo, according to the 
» coutſe of divine Providence, .the tinge -bur Bj from the 
© gates 6f death, is like 20 prepare the way to pie  Tecond-death,or fall, 

from whence there will be no radernphiont. . Now, the Minifters of 
whom we ſpeak all this while, being of ts Prelizical deſcent, are 


' memoers, or appurtenances of this (I mean the Prelatical) Order,and 


. have a'great ventir$in the fameborrom with q.* Ghoftly-Fathers : 
So that we ſhould be ſomewhat ſcanted for Soul-accomodati- 
fraitried for want of ſpiritual proviſions otherwiſe, yer 
xfe unto theſe men. our oe pg the beſt of them) i in 

iſtry, with an expeRation that they 
1d ble -b is. to comport With ' the 
apy wig; far to ſeek help of ſach a Generati« 
"on or Ateneo, _ (as the he Serra ud) behold. 
per a off, taking no are to be amongſt r conſequent. 
oat ov i ppiconct our mo for aid and relief, is like <4 turn 


to 
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to no-betfer an 'account Utitb.us, than z. difippoinament,. i5.ogg.2 fac - 
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CONSIDERATION XI . 


As far the greater number of the good People of God inthis Natio 
Rand now perſwadedin their Judgments and-Con(Cciences,, t9u bink | 
the hearing -of Miniſters. ordained by a power ill-affeted w Jo 
Chriſt and his Interet.on Earth, it is juit matter of ſcandal and oftgnce 
to the. weaker ſortof, this people, and of ſorrow and fadneſs of heart 
ro many of them that are more ſpiritual, and knowing, to underſiand, 
or hears! that any of / their Chriſtian Brethren, formualy.uned unto 
themin the ame mind and judgment again? all the Superſtirious and 
Amntichriſtian doings amongſt us, are ( frequently) preſent in.thole Ai- 
ſemblies, unto whom men ſent unto them by- the: Prelares) onely, pre- 
ſume ——— ſpeak in the-name of God, beating themſclyes 
as the-Embaſſadors of Chriſt, layfully commidioned: by him. forthe 
Service they perform. - | Now the Scripture. ofs ſpeaks. of. ſcandalizing, 
in ene kind or other, thoſe that are weak in the Faith, as of g:very (n- 
ful and Un-Chr;fsen miſdemeangr in thoſe who. .are.called Chriſtians, 
andof a provoking 'reſentment with Chriſt himſelf : Bus if thy Brotber 
be grieved with thy meat || when as thy life and health may. be preſer- 
ved-with ſuch meats otherwiſe, which will not offend, or grieve him] 
now walkgſt thow not charitably. - | Deſtrey net hins\ myth chy.wweat [that is, 
eat no({uch meat,the eating whereof by thee,may-very many rhrough 
the ſcandal given thereby, prove his eflepſtion} form rift dyed, 
Rom. 14, 15. For meat deſtroy not the work, of God, All ogy ' 
are y but It 15 evil far, that man-that eaterh with offence, 1t is good 
neither to eat fleſh, nor to drink "wine, nor any. thing whereh thy Bro: ber 
finnbleth, or 1s offended, or made weak, Haſt thi aith 2. Have it to thy 
ſelf before God, Happy. is he that condemneth not. himſelf [ namely by 
ſcandalizing a weak Brother] is that thing which he alloweth -| as lawful 
for. him to do ] Rom, 14.20, 21,22. For if any mon ſee thee which 
haſt knowledge, fit at meat in the Idols Temple, ſpall nat the Conſcience of 
him that 15 weak, be envboldned. to tat theſe th;ngs, that are offered to 
Idols : and through thy knowledge ſhall the weak, Bro her peri, or whom . 
Chriſt dyed; But when yo fin ſo againſt th: Brithren, and, wound thew -. 
wealk.Confatence, 74 fin againſt Chriſt, [grieving and indangering thoſe, 
who believe in_him, and chetefore are dear unto him] x Cor, $. 19,11, 
x2, whoſoever ſhall. offend one of theſe little ones that believe in, me, 
" #14 better for bum thats Mae banged about bis neck, and he 
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Wo and uti /in-a8 much ax it further cauſeth muciiſads 
oefefof heart, even unto thoſe lone oddgepmgerer 
+ ©, © ng ; becauſe; beſides the feandal given by ir unto the weak, 
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of eirmod in the Nation. jit bes 


be ſaid hetbafter, 
& CONSIDERATION XIV. 


"The oraBics Uately'mentioned, ahd hicherc diſſwaded, avit is of 
* Fenfiveto''all good ans, . who either ſuſpeR;, or conclade, the 
utilayfulneſs of it and 1n this reſpeRt isn breach'sf the pof that 
"tender Love,whithwe owe urito them; ſo 18 it of io 


"honor WiththatLove, which we ftand bound to ſheyr 
pexſ8ns themſelves, ppon apron tree 
"mev,: who wittidut 'u0y order From Chrif, BF ioE 
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Camnioase prath, om hi Adv; Avences, or” 
leeft-intheir' clay 41 pro ap bps hn mis, in- 
and over his-Churches, hich ts a droad-incroachment-upon the.moſt 
ſacted and WS Pccageny of: the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords) 
|  Butthoughchivcompliande inthe Minit bets we ſpoke of, wich the ſaid” 
Adverſanes of Chnift, be! adjudged by us Cand this accotding to-the- 
- TruthYa'fin'very enormous, and of fad conſequence to the Seints,and = 
Goſpel ; yet we,who ſtand charged by our Great Lord and Maſter to 
love owr enemies, ought” not' to firengthen the hand, * or to harden the 
heart of theſe men in their evil way, or to dq any thing which is like- 
ly tobe'a ſnare unto them, to put the good day of Repentance (and 
conſequently Salvation) far from them, but rather unfeignedly ro-en= 
deavour with the beſt of ourunderſtandings,to convert them from the 
error of cheir way, and to ſave their ſoul. Now, 'as the Apoſtle Paul. 
( as we fotmerly obſerved ) preſcybeth the withdrawing of our felvgs 
from a Brother that-walketh inordinately, as a chrt;an and proper 
means to make him «ſhamed of his finful courſe, (2 Theſſ. 3.6.8 x4:) 
and fo-to-move him to abandon and forſake it ; Soon the contrary, to' 
give the right-hand of fellowſhip unto, or to frequent the | 


childs, by | 

of a perſon engaged in any ſinful way ( eſpecially when, or whilſt, be-, . , 
is actually walking in this way) muſt needs be a dire&t means of exiau. © * 
couragement unto him to perht-in his way, and to-hide | 


from his eyes : Therefore they who cuftomatily wait at the 
the lips of an- ill-procured Miniſtry, and frequene the 
where ſuch a Miniltry is exerciſed, if they be perſons of any. note for 
the knowledge and fear of God, or for a chriſtian and worthy con» 
verſation, cannot but Rand-in'his lighe, who officiates uato them in 
the way of this Miniſtry, ſo that he cannot ſee the error anddanger of 
his way.- For whois hke” to ſuſpe& (much leſs to be throughly con- 
vinced) "that ſuch a practice or counſe, is evil, (eſpeciallybeing like= 
wiſe commodi6us-to the fleſh) which receiveth ſuch a weighty 4cſti- 
mony that it is lawful and good, as the approbation of perſons of great 
eſteem both for light and heat, in matters appertaining unto and 
this teſtified by their conſtant, at leaſt frequent correſpondings With 


at? | | 
CONSIDERATION XV. 


Yea, ſuch of the Saints and Servants .of God, being in-any degree , 

conſiderable in their Generation, who by the praQtice ſo-frequently' 
| pitt torebuke in theſe Papers, ſhall give countenance,credit,and con- 

rentment to the preſent Genezation of a Prelatical Clergy, Nam, 


= 


ms 


wtf 
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oy  cffeR in a former Conſideration. N 


world («that is;: carnal and worldly perſons, profeſling Chriſftiamty ) 


' beſt-reſentment, amongſt both the great men of the world, and the 


and {eparate them(el 
by Pita 


and got in at-the window, that they came in 
upon the ſame account, how ſhall not the Prelates hae Thee 2 
(at preſenc) abundantly ſatisfied ( iv their affeRions, at leaſt) touch- 
ing, not the lawfulneſs onely, but even the necellity of their needleſs 
(though'tiot hattnleſs.) Office and" FunRion.in the Church, be made 
nodold more-the Sons of confidence, that they” are the Stars of. the 
firſt magnitude in the hand df "nf and that the Axle-tree of the 
univerſal Church turns upon their ſhoulders? But ſomewhat to this 


CONSIDERATION: XVI. os | 
Holy Ghoſttakerh notice that ſuch Teachers, -unto whom the 


aremwont toireſart in the exerciſe of their cap; taking pleaſure 
and contentment;therein,are no true Minifters of Chr;ft indwaaring 
withal; that Gncere ( br:iff1ans, and perſons ſpiritually-minded, more 

© generally;( at leaſt) decline chem and deny them, their'preſence at 
their teachings. - The beloved Apoſtle Fohn, ſpeaking of falſe Teach- 
ers, giveth theſe three characters of them (among(t ſonle others) firſt, 
That they are of the world { that is, members of the fraternity, or bro- 
ther-hood; of worldly men; or lovers of this/preſent world :) ſecond- 
"ly, That cbey ſpeak.of 16+ world; or, { as irmight well, and more figni- 
cantly,  L conceive, be tranſlated?) is 7 xogus, out of the world : 

©. meaning, that they- are wont fiſt: ro. make enquiry, into the waxld 
about them, and to inform themſelves what hamours and practices, 
whaz principles, notions, and:opinions, are moft predominant, and of 


_ genenlizy likewiſe of cth2 People (although theſe commonly as at 190 
good a0 agreement in ſuch matters ; ) and againy What Dorines and 


Tenents ' 


# 
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| (227) | | 
Tenents'wiltbe well 'enough born and enduted, by both, without any 
diſguſt. of him that ſhall teach them ; and-on the contrary, what are 
like either to bring him into trouble; or tocaſi-him out of favour,.fe, 
and When they-haye/ſarisfied themſelves, and well underfiood the - 
World in'chefe garucularss they model and mould the tenour of their 
Miniſtry: ant Preaching, accordingly, waving, thoſe Truths, be they 
never-{o impottanitly _—_— to be made known, the preaching or 
owning of which, they underſtand is: like to ſhake and weaken ( if not 
wholly to annihilate or deſtroy) their intereſt inthe #orld; and with-= 
all, cunningly wreſting EN} the Wordof God in ſuch paſ- 
ſagey, Which twly underfigod, -riſe tp with-great evidence and/power 
againſt choſe Doctrines, by Which they oblige and \inſurethe World 
unto them... Upon ſome 'ſuch account as this, 'th:y are, ot may be, 
ſaid to (peak; i» 77 22732 0f,0t out of, the World :- This is a ſecond 
charaaer of them. Thirdly, The uhird (and laſt ) is;abaticbe arid” 
beaxeth thems ; "meaning, that carnal and:;earthly-rtinded Profeſſors of 
the Goſpel ( for Profeſſors, either of Judaiſmi, or of Pagan{an, 'car 
not be here meant ) reſort unto'their Miniſtry, are their ſetled and 
accuſtomed hearers;and well apaid and ſatisfied with their tegchings, 
I Jah. 4. 5. Whereunto the Apoſtle immediately ſubjoyns ; W* are 
of God; he that kneweth God, heareth wi; (that is, reliſheth our Mi- 
niftry, and with diligence and delight, attendeth on ar. ] he. thas 15; us 
of God, heareth wot ws, &6- clearly 1mplying, that ſuch Teachets, unto 
whoſe Miniſtry carnal Profeſſors: and loofe Chriſtians, ordinarily and 
10 great numbers ate wont to gather themfelves,; fitting from time to 
time With contentment and. ſatisfaRion under it, 'are not Teathers 
of that kind, or of that ſpirit, with whoſe:Miniftry ſpirittal andſound 
Chriſtians can long reſt ſatished; or catg4o attendupon, - Theſe;are 
thoſe Strangers, WhoaſChrilt ſaith hi Sheep will not follow, but will 
flee from them, becauſe they know nat their voice, John 10. 5.  There- 
fore as the Apoſile Paul tells the: Corimthians, that he could” not '(prak, 
wnto them, as unte Spiritual, but 4s unto carnal, becauſe they walked in 
ſeveral carnal practices (xCor.3.1,3,) So may we without any breach, ' 
either of Charity or Truth, look upon thoſe Chriſtians, as ſavouring the 
things which be of men, more than the things which be of God, who 
addict themſelves to ſuch a Miniſtry, whictr1s conſtantly frequented, 
countenanced, approved, applauded, -and delighted in, by ſuch. Pro- 
fefſors of Chriſtianity, 'who by their ignorance, prophanels, and all 


manner of debauchery..in their lives and converſations, blaſi 
their holy -Profefſion, and Rainthe glory of the ever; blefled Goſpel 
of God, And is not this the undenia 


and appropriate charaQtes « 
% e r 


, © "the Prelatical Miniſtry?! Do northedregs and refuſe of 'thE Nation, - 
23300 ; omar gy virmryen plaſesy : p'S themſelves unto ic, ihe - 
| apaie is Tdola- 


" theſe Chri z'd Hebrews wene in a ſore Rorm of perſecution when 
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over.it; being as we with it, as Aficah was with 
wous Prieſt made of a filly wandring Levite ? "Now'haww T (1 
the' Lord will do'me good, ſeeing 4 e 4 beovite to” my Pricfiy? Judg. 


17; 13. Yet, this Miniftry ſeems to be, both intended by che foun- -- 


deis of it (the Prelates ) and alfo form'd and managed by the inferi- 
our Clergy, who exerciſe it, for the gratification of (ich perſops, and 


this rather, by perſwading them thet they are truly relj and in 
favour with God's already, thin by makilhs thith fo inlets, Therefore 
they who being (not intheir own eyes omly, but evenin-the jidge- 


' ment” of diſcerning and ſound Chiiftians') living members of the 
houſhold of Faith, that {SA earns, rel:ſb and ſavour {4 Miniſtry _ 


calculated for the World, and a& 


; by it eccordingl: 3 hereby 
Aye onimanys inſt chemſelyes; that as yet they renpeomoh i | 
 3he! ſpirit of this World, to be fill'd, as they aughty Wicif the Spixit'er 
God; andief the World whichis-t& come. © + | | ps 0700 


1 ,;CONSIDERATION: XVIT; 


— 


+ }Neither mayit be unworthy out confideration in the caſe before ug, 


-Yhar we read inthe Scriptares, that unbelievers and perfons deftittite 


ofthe ſaving knowledge of God, did ſomerime comeinto the Religh- 
oits'Aﬀemblies of the Saints; to partake of their Miniſtry, and were 


- herein blameteſs:' x Cor. 14.22, 23, 24, &c. bur do not any where 


find that Believers were wont to fall into the Aﬀemblies of Idoliters 


*..,- + oF Unbelievets, ro feceive inftraion amongſt them, or from their 


*Prizſts, in things-appertaining unto God and his Worſhip, Yea, 
'the Apolite Paw adjudgeth ir a praftice altogether inconfiltent with 


_ true Chiiſtianity,' $0-2at and drink with falſe worſhippers-at their 


Holatrous feaſts, although it were done to eſcape'perſecution, x Cer. 
[30/from yer. 13; t6 theend f ver. 23,” Andthe ſacred Authoi'f'the 
Epiſtle to the- believing Hebrews, admonitheth aid exhorreth' then, 
thus'; Avid let was confpler one andtber, to proveks nunte love, and ts good 
works ; Not forſaking the aſſembling of OUR_SE LVES together, as the 
-nanner of forte it, &c, Heb. 10. 24, 25. He admonilherh Believers 
to afl:mble wich Bclievers, and not to withdraw themſelves from 


theſe, eſpecially no to joyn or mingle chemſelves in the Aﬀemblies - 
4 Rome fag or Unbelievers, as ſome \degenetaring ſpirits arhonit 


the (Ga 6. out of fear of ſuffering perſeention! '© For that 


this 
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from many pailages in 14.2 yes if is mote, gene rally conctived by the 
bet Ex berg. the prigcignl zntent ard ſcope 48 the & 3s 
to ſupport and comfort.the Hehrews. under thieir great afflictions for - 


the: and tg nunto conſtancy and perſeverance in 

- their profethion of it wi Vw So that | $4dy of 7 ct 1sno 
C ground for theſe that defire to approve themſelves faichful 
unto.Feſws Chriſt, and the Goſpel, to” turn Renegadoes fromthe holy 

. Aflemblies-of che Saints, in which, and over which, they formerly 
* «-rejoyced, and to rup to the; rumpleugus and'diſorderly conventions of 
camaland prophane perſons, as,untgcitics of refugeFhoping in theſe 
dark thickets. fo find covert andſhelter from thoſe Rormes and tem- 
peſts, which threaten thoſe, who know God better, and-feare him 

- "mort, then roihrigk from hin fox feare of. men. © And great reafon 
there.is, why Saints, who have beerrnoutiſhed with the ſincere milk 
af the Ghdſpel, bred, ang rouge up ( as (friftigns) amongſt their 
( Sprung ). Peers, in their Holy Aflembliesghould not to quit 
e Schools. of light and holineſs, to begoge | py tes to the un- 
hallowed and rude Synagogues of a politique an worldly conftituti- 


: *» en; becauſe they (eldome, or neyer, change qe prong upon theſe 


terms, but they dos it to their certain d great loſs in their 
Spiritualeſares, if not to the lofs of their immortal crowns, them- 


_ , ſelvesintheend, We hennhe: have fof any ſpace of time,: been in- 


Aluenced, and ſcaſonied, | relatical Miniſtry, which Gill fuper- ' 
intends theſe CongregatioM,experience ſheweth that they are chang- 
ed, not from glory to glory, as bythe Spirit of the” Lord, but from elovy 
to ſhamg (Imean, from a Chriſtian and humble frame and temper, 

- unto that which is-worlUly, ſowre and ſupercitious ) as by theſpifit . 
of the world, wortiggeffecualty for the moſt part ) in the Children. - 
of a Prelatical Oxdinayon., Arid as Country huſwives obſerve that . 
whey) any of their pulleyn, or hens have been trodden by Crowes, up- 

_ on this unnatural copulayori, they loſe their native ſhapes, become 
deformed, and. ſeldom or ievey.thrive, or recover after it: Tn like 
manner,when men and women,Whounder a Chryf;an Education in the” 
congregation of the Saints, were known to have been upright-heafted 
towards God, and good men, zealoully addicted to the purity of . 
Gods worſhip, haters of all ſuperſtition, and fleſh-deviſed Ceremonies 
brought into this worſhip, lovers of the Saiuts, afſerters of their li- 
berties, promoters of their comforts, holy, humble, harmleſs, &c. 
when toy) they ſhall forſake sÞ alemblies, and Fo in to Voip 

| ST \ 
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atical Mititty, ang converſe farbrarly with it; "WFtera (Hort tie 

ty.are Tound' to degenerate, and grow our of theirkind, ſav6lring 


te another ſpirit ; now they become Fearned Pleaders for Bae!, 
thMeonfciences are enlarged to ſwallow Ceremonies of alfortsin 

e worſhipof Gad,' as-{moothly, and with avhictle regret, a$,fihes 
drink wacery to approve of the Hierarchy in their uſurpations{ogpreſ(- 
ſions; and vexatous pradiiſes againlt the Saints, to cry- up that 7dol of 
Tealowſie | the Common-Prayet-BookJin do menr-of the-Hea= 
'venly gift of Prayer in the-rrue Miniſters of Chrif, as thoſe Idgjatrous 


wretch:s(A&.ig:28.) cryed'out (in a wrothful oppoſition to Pawi's*, 


Do&rine"concezning the true worſhipof the true*God') Great 41 Dia- » 


na of the Ephefſans ; they becomenlienated in their affetions towetds 
the Saints, chuſing for theit boſome converſe, perſons wham' they. 
judge moſt able,;and willing wirhal,to juſtific ther in their Apoltacy, 
Ind ro-maintain the Prelatical cauſe, from the one endo the other, 
with greateſt 2eal and dextetity ; they become ſelf-willed, ſelf-con- 


ceited, hoaſting of rheig knowledge, imputing it ro the weakneſs and 
tenorance of all others, that they do not ſacrifice at the ſame Altars. + 
with them, or that they feruple, queſtion, or condemn any thing, whicty - . 


they allow and praQtile, [In a word, "theſe Crow-trodden profeſſors, 
(ler the Metaphor offend no'man ) by offering and ſufferingy their 
- judgments. and conſciences to. be ridden by a Pre/atical Clergy; 'be- 
come in time, not only transform*d into an unconth, ttrangeſand hard 


favpur'd kind of Chriſtian, mych unlike unto thegaſelves, when, apd- , 0 


whileſt they conſorted with the Sons- ang Davghters of God, and 
rank of the ſame waters of life with them; but ( for the moſt- part ) 


ſo intoxicated alſo, beſotted, and bewitched with thejr new wines: | 


that they ſeldom,or never, recover that lovely image of God,whetein 


they formetly appeared, to the comfort and joy of miny a precious ' 


Soul : For that which Solomon ſaith; concerning» the woman, which: 
* forſakgth the Guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God, 


namely, that .none that go unto her return. again, Prov. 2, 7,19. 


ay be ſaid of thoſe that cutn aſide to a Bahylomſh Miniftry: God in- . 


Judgment, poutreth our upon them.,thas ſpirns of deep ſleip, and: cloſeth 
rhtur eyes ( Eſa. 29. 10, ) ſo that they hardly ever awake out of the 
ſnareungil they dye. 


- CONSIDERATION XVIII 


Nor falleth irmuch ſhort of a Demonſratien'df the Evidg. or fin= 


' falnely; of that Way, from. which, by many Arguments, -we 
ark? , V6: 


have difſwaded alrgady;; 
| keep, their, Pariſh Chueches 2, What trroups of, Summoners,and-Aps * - * 


. ftodrftik of «the waters of thole polluced Ciſterns, which they had hzwn 


 matg Miniifers of their ſpurious brood and conformity, and to 


ne 
- : 
» . 


7 VL g MM 
wh £2 hun) etytene ip and 
ill, is, imployed qampch, Wer ioece men inio. it. How di 
Prelates heretofore, vefore the great mountain-of.their. powef an Ly : 
ry Nas zemoved by the late King and Patliamenr,turn every. Rone of 
gyranng, cruelty.and oppreſſion, to conſtrain both'gien and womign, to 


paLitors wege levied yp and-down the Naiton,to hunt out, and purſue, 
like Blood-hounds; all; both male and female, bond and frez, whoſe 
Judgemznts were t9go full of Lighc,& their Conſciences of Goodneſs, 


out, chufing rafher (ſome of them) to worſhip,God chatily and pure- 
ly; even, with two. or three gathered together ju the name of C brit 8. 
monglt whom be hach promuſed his preſence (Mat, £8, 26. ) althqugh 
in ſuch an.attempt.as this they expoled-themſelves to the danger of 
being, witkDanre!, catt into the Lyons Den (I mean of being draught | 
into.theu High Commiſſion, or ſome. of their Antichriſian Conh- 
Rories ) many. {I ſay) chuſing thys, rather than without any ſuch din- 
ger, t&communicate With the Pariſh Aſſzmblics, either in.their adul- 
trous-worſhipſdr idol miniſtry :,-antl, of late, fincextheir deadly wound 
was (almoſt) healed, how have they,by their ſorceties, infinuated and 
prevailed with the Legiſſayve Powers of the Nation, only to legitt> 
i60- 


herit all others of their. funRions, . as if they were ſelf dnrcendes, 
becaule they do not call them, Fathers ; and not only this, bat by ſe- 
yeral-penalties alſo to relkxain all afſemblings of men tor the Worſhip 
of God, and: theur Chriffuarr Edification, - excepring only in conſort 
with ſuch Congrggations,where chey ſhall be necefſ1;ated to,hear ſuch 
Teachers only/who- bring. their office of teaching from under their 
hands 2- Thus doth the ſpirit of, Prel/acy,. in conjunction with an arm 
of fleſh, & with the powers of this world-(inſtead of thoſz of the world 
to come) labour inthe very fire, to bring the whe trade of hearing - 
to-the (hops.of their zourney-meh, be theit Wares never ſo bratded, 
fleight, ox deceiiful : and this verifie:h the faying, Superb:a appeti-. 
tum Dabet wntatis & ommpotentie ; 3. 6, The. Pride of man, great! 
afte&eth unity, and omnipotency, Now it can bardly. be ſheved, 
that eyer the real intereſt of the Goſpel, or true Chriftanty, endea- 
vouredtheir advancement or promoti@ in the World, by threatning 
or.ipfliting ſecular; puniſhments,, as Fines, Confiſcations, Impri- A 
ſonments, Lanhment Deaths, or the like, upon thoſe who refiffed 
to. comply with- them; but upon their ſerviee,. and for their gaining 
upon the. world ; 1ather — and expoſed their -own Poe 
2 2 . an 


werktit Shy o.rou repre Hfogrnedy kindYin 
- ent of their quarters, amt for Encreabng 
+ IGURIE ſelyres, have, according to their thongs after *bt fleſh? .. 
br Mes aſe) and pleaded their cafe with Fireand Sword, 
b and/all manner of rgiedaor ſeverities, againſt thoſe that rgftiſed com. 
.c* pliarice with them, ' By how authoritative, and bloody an AR of 

Uniformity,did King Nebuchadnezz.er endeavours uruverſal concurs: 


* ©, renceof all within his vaſt Dominions joyn'With hy in bisTdola- 


his Princes, and great Officers of State, being ſummoned m_—_ 
andpreſent)” an Herald arjed alond , To yowit s commanded, O Pe 


ant LOCA hu rs wha time ye bear the ſound of the » <4 


x k - olden Image, whi bad... 
TH ai FE; ing hath ſet firs v, and worſhippeth, 
b ſhall the ſame hour bows bt. a to the 7 
|. © 4.5, 6. And when only three. gerſons inkis Do 

cuſed as Dey adn” wu xk ory. og mica ona | 
iyhgaation oth he proceed agat m#? In lu rage and fury. = 

Betitt: to brin ehratdefiry eps "env peer Dee he | 
"RE mia, Gre om lated with aan op. feorm 
*R af 1t en athigh affcont t upon 'or an 
F  undervaluing of. bis Majelty, and Poyer. Mt true,” © Shadrach,... 


Mclhach, and Abednego ? Doe Eres nor ip the { 
das Image which 1 have ſet ug t E oor and great mer{- 


Þ :.- "ef their In(pirarion, count it an inf nent and reay. 
6 k unto them, 0-15 vs ons bf mearier gh World;judge 6 
- "not ſafe, or well. pl NG Godto him afrer-the ſame 


with er th ſame Ceremonies, the' ſame Geſtuits or- 
Fig amer places gnd icet ſame, 1 mean, 
Fe ing ly with the ſame Liturgies and forms. 
of Prayer, : when thay” -authoritatively,' folemoly, and with #: 
-rt61y, mh Were gravity and devorian,; impole all this upon them, 
mg Ong re-minded ron = three Servants of Godz 
"of of his Gol: 


yd bo _ 


.den Ima Feody 1-ur pra 


Tedg:in Ta in- their Nontonfouniry' | 
; erigjertoe ner hevertheleſs, without an goes Uk food 
= preg ſqod falt;and firm th their reſolution, not to comport with hig.. 
bf Neceee, i i 2. great boy a the Furnace ſhould be - 


hented | _ 


tis Worfhip of the Golden Image we b he bad ſertip? The (all © 


crinka tug i be: 
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*þ, 334,15) Wye Gary uri 2s, 
1 cf Jdolky and Porade' 4a acings like in rage and 
L to compelzthiqugh dread and terrour of ourward ſuffeyzngs, an ar 
| fal ſubjeRion of all perſons, to NEO aoSfp and igy 5 fit, 
| a like manner,.the Reaff bat bad two but (Pakg 46 8 
AN {rharis; chat profeſſeth the humility chr Pau br of Chrift, 
2 amb of God, but Feakerh i in his Bulls, 'and Excommunicationsvt 
| Kings and Prinees; and whole Nations, like the Grear Red Dr 
the Devil, *who boaſterh of a power,deliyered and given unto' rs 2 
iſpoſe of--all the: Kingdoms 6F the World as he leaſed: Lukg 4, 5 8 
is Beaſt (I lay) a@ording'to'that Heavenly Viteo \whereinNis.pfa- 
ices and doings were lon 5 Ap revealed by Chrift unto his beloved 
rſciple (John) canſeth ALE, both ſmall ahd great, rich and poor, fres 
Mrd, '10--receive | from hit, or by his command | a mark int 
herd, or in ther forcheads': vc, that nun bay, .or ſell, 
*{-2adconſequettly, have any means of livelybood, or fubfiflance, as 
Far as he could hinder it] ſave bt that bad the Mark, or the Name of - 
4% raſi{meaninghis own] or the number of bus Name (Rev. 13. 16, 
i a tharg (in the general ; fot we muſt nor,/ar preſent, enquire af 
) fave oily ſuch, who ſhould give teſtimony, by one 
t they owned wig gy: #0 Cudeirred their 


be 
pick 


ries, or Courts & Jukicartes | in all places, Mick? in their Bloody pro- 


- 
— 
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$ againft-che trae Worſhip and Worſhippers of 

| God; reſemblghhy ue frame of Spirit, and may therefore be 

| rermed-his T is or Image of - : ſaith Fobn, He had 

power to grove Life, ada, e [tharis, fo ook 
1 «av to cavſe'] A y mp 


[ that is, reverentially own and ironed this Nhivhis Sion a 
wart bn iven unto y/ovh by God] ſhould other Inter 
ul 3 this paſſage given by nem the reſult of ie the ſame 
in oefebencs to our preſent pu : And the practices of the Papal - - 
Jadicatures for'many ,in Sal places and Nations under Hea- 
ven; where the Authority and Faith of thetriple Crown prevailed, , 


give ; 


tanding 
* the obſervation 


Þ ipcure-Reco 
t ater wile. ” 


upon all me 


1pon n by che.greamneſs bf this World, this being. the atcultom- 
ed, known, and app! | 

manednventions, t9-maintain :and propagate. themſelves, and theix 
intereit,in the World : Nor te they thatgide upon the highplaces cf 
the Earch,'wone to be ſo-zaalouſly addicted or throngh-hearted, to pro-+ 


= 


moe the real conceramgnts of Heaven, where they haye to doygThe :t 
reaſon Why Chriſt ſhall not'd#:yer up che Kingdom whictrac pre Þ% 
. adminiſtreth, #120 God the Father untilbe hath pur down all Kult; an 
- «Authority and Power, is declared thug : For he muſt reign, till be 
t all ENEMIES wnder bis fert, 1 Cor. 15424, 256: clearly im 
that perſons of high. interelt in the World, .are ſeldom ifg88y othe 


ence; friends to the Kipgdomef C br;ſb, but rn gr ic 


enmiry.and oppoſition, to him [in big Saints and 
pee unto. him, according to the projefure f {i{dorh and... / 
Counliel of God, to continue this Kingdom ſo:much-th# longer in His 
hand ; namely, uy a maſt equitable and fair proceſy of Juſtice 
aud Joadgmenc, and after tnuch'paitence,an arge- ſpace/2iven f 
Repenrance, he tal aboliſh for ryegrheix Places f\ dignity, an 
power from off the Eacths;, '....- ,. Ln * 42 
' CONSIDERATION ,X $*Y 


© When God hath vouchlafed a {pfhciency ooffipe, theſe-un- 

yeltionably lawful, though nat'ſp rank of fle Jo highly promii- 
Pabtupon luch an account). as fotye otbers, Fox, the attaining of any, 
g00d and defirable end; as well a declining and forſaking of thele 
means, / whether out of diffidence of the ſufficiency:of them for the 
end defired, or uþon any other reaſon whatſoever), tp.eſpouſe othefs 
thakars more (carvally) flattering, and pretending!to, more ſtrength 
and-elficacy,.but want ihe feal of Divine A upp upon-them ; as 
the\allociating of meats of. thus {atter kind with thoſe of the former, 

” De ans 


: 
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- . Hoping by ich «Conjnr 
* anger of 
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1 defear, or dilappoititmetry 1 ſay,” both the one” and the 
other ofthelſe proje&ionsand prattiges bave Rill been diſpleaſing un- 
to'God,' and of (ſid conſequencs umtotthoſe, thar have been no berrer 
adviſed than-roamke/riyal of them; Examples of the rrith of 'this 
obſervarion the Scriptures afford many, When Kirt A4haz would 
not reſt-ſartished ith 


' Whom 'God'had prormiſed him proteRtion & deliverance from the two 


Kings: hi#neighbours,” who, combined in War againſt 'bim, bur juds- 
ed it-berter policy to call in the-King of Aſyria-to his atſiRance,'con- 


theſe wazds, T; , and BE QUIET [that is, «trouble nor thy 
felf in ſeeking afWFforreign- help, from one place or other : Iris 
much the ſame expreſſion, and uporra like occaſion,” which we find, 
Iſa. 39. 7. Their firength, ſaith God, #10 fir fill; meaning to de- 


trary/t6 the min y God maye-knownuntochim by:the Propher, 'in" 


\Ptnd upon'him in the ufe of ſuch means for their proretion and ſafe- 


xy; as they had it homez- or be (hvvitd dire&*rhem anco, and not ro 
weary themſe}ves, or waſte theit txeaſures, by ſending abroad to courr 
frahge Princes for their aid] 'Fear not; neither be faim-hearted, for the 
two tails of theſe ſmeaking fire-brands, che. . This King (I ſay) by this 
prileurial courſe-( as he ipgoſed ) fos-the preſervarion-of« himſelf 

s-Kingdoni, provoked the juſt ſeverity of God to the great mi- 
fg of both, 1ſa.7.4- compared with verſ. 27,18, &c, and 2 Chroy, 
2$) ver[.16, 't9, 20, Fortievity ſake, and partly becauſe of 'the gh. 
nixy With the ſubje& matter of the" 12** Colfideration-preceding, hath 
with the Argument of this in hand,” and partly becauſe the Obſerva- 
tions aſſerted fot Truthsboth irfthe one; andthe other, are ſo.agree- 
able to the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of God,as the Great Judge of 


all the Earth, we ſhall fotbzar to argue any more Texts os Sctipture ' 


upon the ſervice of what hath been laid down as the firength of our 
© are deration, although there be very =_ more, which hoch 


nface and 'in heart, carry-the ſibRance- and effect hereof, as (by 


name) /a,$.6,z,8. — 30:1,2,3,15,16,17. 2 Chron.25.6,7,8..Fer, 


2. 36, 37. Ezek.16.26,27, 28, ( with ſeveral others) Iſhall onely 
inſtance the taſe of thoſe Fude;zing Chritians in the times of the A- 
Ues, who ta make all ſure-(as they thought) for their Juſtification 
fore God, would needs joyn the righteouſneſs or works of the Law; 


. and mare eſpecially Circumciſion, with the belief of the Golpel, or 
1- ef in Chriſt forthe obtaining of it. Bur through: a carnal diſh- 

” dence of the ſufficiency. of- that' way and means, which God hath ſan- ' 
. Gifted for their juſtification, whilſt x 


ginaly 
. 


2») ® , 
this,. to parſye our defites with lefs' 


ey went aboutto ſupply.the imas. 


the Rrengrh of his own Kingdom, and men, by . . 


cnet arn 


- "ve \ f - Vs | 
Me "Sands Gorfall rathe th 
| Diporoce cg condemnateo 

" Eatzon fxom- the. hand of —_ ny 
plaintydeclared unto ſome e's Bebold, 
of ye be circimcifed (namely with an. opinion. of ob 
either in whols, ox in party by ir] Corfu 

Fo Merge yoo] 66 Apt! 4123 os 
| rIaTis,.C z Of >. J0 ar. 
axnres 4 preſent Confileration, 


om;Grace, Gal. 5. 2,4: tus: now 
on what hath been propoſed _ argued init, q cloſe (0-08. 
preſent purpoſe. f 
Firſt, Certain it is that God bath provided yea! at all timen.ot 
at leab;ordinarily,even i in times moſt threat ſincere profeſſion 


of the Goſpel, affordeth umto his;Faints, means.boch unqueſtionably 
© lawful, a unqueſtionably ſufficient, (if rhe Serip Poe bobs 
in the caſe) through his accuſtorned Grace and B 
| dification, Comfort, and Salyati 4 | 
. - Secondly, It is no leſs cettaingthat peither i is a Preinica Minify, 
not an-aitendance- hereon , afty A Iroay duthorized Ve: 
God, for the grotnpeing ar cffeQin theſe ends../ iy Bao, 
carding to one! pr tenour of the mpemiſes laid down in-chix 
ko ny roundly follows,-rhat cither to decline and fotfake: 
voughſafed wa. us by God for our Edification and Salvatio , to 
brace others, ox.ont of a rgneczt or pretence of an inſu 
. defeRiveneſs in theſe means, for thoſe ends to joyn others a4 
which he hath not authorized, -28 (Byiname)-the a 
Prelatical Miniſtry ( et ſpecious or highly prontifing this thy 
may be in our eye) 1s a policy af courſe, much more like to endam- 
mage and hinder us in thoſe great-gencernments of our fouls,than any 
-wayes to bleſs us in proinoging them, as it is (aid of Ti/garb Philnezer 
King of Aſyrie,of whom Abe King of Fwdab h bred aid agaihft 
his enemies,that when he came unto him,be diſtreſſed hum,but ftrength- 
#+d bi not : Yea, it is.added the ſecond time,..as matter worth the 
minding; that b# he/ped kim not, 2 Chronza8. 20,21, 

Now that God efordeth unto his People ſufficietys means at all 
times for their ſpiqicual Edification and Salvation, , without the belp + 
of a Prelatical Miniſtry, might be proved at large from the Scriprures,, ., 

- © ifahe caſe were doubtful enough to __ it. . But themore degrees, 
* of viſibilirythere are in the ObjeR, fewer degrees of light will » 
Terve the vifive faculty to diſcover it. Fs 
ut, 


a £* 


taxts among} all thine 
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rched inrog; are able to wake ws wiſe wito ſalvacion, 
10, Bredbron, L,commend you ts God, and, tot 3 


m 
God, d. tothe 
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[things] are written charge 


18 it like thar the preſent-Minifiry founded upon the Apo 
Gtthodos, 


in giving out 


like variety of elaborate and ſolid diſcourſes, (well pil upon all par= . 


Re 


ſmallew ( for ſo the Onginal ) the way ef thy parbs [ meaning, that they 
do not As much to-confider adit the en. 
or practiſe ] Iſa; 3.:12.—9: 16. , 

Thirdly, The Saints are able to build up one another in Faith,and 
Love : yea andareexhortted, or commanded, by God ſo rodo:-But ye 
Beleved, bailding np your ſelves on | 07, in | your moſt boly Faith, prayin 
w the Holy Ghoſt ; Keep your ſelves in the love of God, looking for ts | 
mercy of wr Lord, 8c. Jude 20, 21, Wherefore comfort your [elves to- 
gether, and edifie ene another; even as ye alſo do, rt. Theſcy., 11, See 
alſo Eph.4.16. Col. 3.16;Rota, 15.14. Heb. 10.24425.Jam:5.19,20. 

E Fourthly,. 


BENS AO) | 
to'6bftrud ec deb tre Th ks \ Apeciafly it beipg withat 
conſidered, that they ate orhetwite provided of means ſufficient, both 

for their preſent Comfort, and future Safvarion itr due tittis; and ther 
ſueh;upon which the lighr pf God's approbation hifi at;yeazahd 
which, as he-hath preſcribed them touſe, ſo hath he Protniſe# 26 bleſs 
wich eheatuititient of their eng; | 


CONSIDERATION XX. 


" When any reat ſtorm ot tempeſt of Perſecution is 14\ſed againſt 
' the incert Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; and whilft iris inconbarifheres 


on, ſo that the Saints cannoc, with 4ny liber freeddtn, meer open- 
, nts cannot, W1 —4 1berty or pra 


ly rn their holy Aſſemblies for the- Worſhip of God, and their Chr» 

jas Edificarion, bur if they ſhall attempt ir, they muſt do it at theit 
peril, cither of loſs of their Liberties by Impriſoniment; or of their 
Eſtates by Fines of Confiſcations,or sf their Country ty Baniſhmenr, 
or of their Lives by Death * under theſe & ſuch like exigencies,Chrif 
is wont ſecretly to dire his faithful Ones unto mote private opporru- 
nities,for their ſpiritual repaſt, and religious empldyments, that ſorhey 
may be ſomewhat more out of the way of therr enemies rage;and ſerve 
therr God; with the leſs fear of mn: yet hes norwonr to» incline 
chem, or fq put it irito their hearts ro disband diemſelves, or bretup 
their refpeRive compinies, and to betome'#s Sheep ſcattered, every 
one feeding a-part by himſelf, and from all his feltows, bat t6 


aid keep rogerher in ſuch number as they hall find willing to accept 


f foch opportunities, and nudge convenient in port of ſafety, to'at- 
femblx rogerher. Yea, it is the Geniweand Property of 2'ſout devoted 
in Love and Loyaltyunto Chr;f,carneftly by Prayer to ſeek'cireQtions 
from him in ſuch hard ſeaſons as we now fprak of jvhither fo repaiyfor 
irs ſpiritual accommodations, and for his preſence amongſt us Saints: 
Tell me (O thou, whom my ſoul lrveth,faich the religiouſly mgaged Soul, 
- unto Chrift,, Cant, t.7.) whit .thou ferdeft, where rhon makeft thy Flock 

to veſt at nook ["thar is, vouch(afe t6 dire& me how ind where Tmay 
partake' of that ſoul-noariſhiment,” and thoſe ſpititual refi » 
whetewich thon arr wont to ſupporrand cotnforr thy Saittts aid People 


in their holy meetings « noe ; that is, in the heat of Perfecution,as | 
From hence theſe'rwo thinigyare -, 


the belt Interpreters do expound it: ] 
obſervable,” | x, That Eby;f is or wont tofeed his Sheep indimesof 
perfecurion, where he ufually feedeth them; in dayeFot liberty 
peace : I this were fo, there had been no'vecafion for thereli 


and - 


- 


foul'to have defired of him to know, where He fed his Mw | 
E 2 


\ 


riſti voce? to, and depending on ſuch-Paſtors w 


ev, 947 00. 2e11 ag-he- (« ),. Others, not. much differing from the former, by rhe - 
b Oui: Companions of Chriſt here, underſtand Neeeroe Ara es 


1 » ©. Pa 


ws reuns of 'his Sheep.” : 


nd. ic ling. ie day 
ng them, 2.. It is further obſervable from, 
the ſame words, that.che ſoul-prudently Chriſhan, and throughly ap- 
prehenfive of her ſpiritual concernments, is not wont, to reſt ſatisfied 

with her cloſet Communion with Chryft,, or with bis giving kisfoyes 

unto her in-private,. but beſides, and beyond this, longeth after thod 
Communications of himſelf, 'wherewith he is wontud entercain hi 

Friends (his Saints I mean) when they gather themſelves in any ruim- | 

ber unto bim ; eſpecially'in times dangerous, and threatning unto 

; thoſethatſhall thus aſſemble, his heartin theſe times being (uſually) 
more-enlarged, ; and his mouth wider opened, unto them, than onde 
nary; even. as ſome men connc it generous tofeaſt their friends more 

- ſump y.in the time of Lehc, "than at other ſeaſons. The Soul 
' which made the requeſt unto Chr;ft now opened, in the latter part 
of the verſe giveth, this reaſon of it. ; For why ſhould I be 4s one that 
txrpeth afde (or rather, as the former Tranſlation, with others,read ie, 

, gr ee] chefocty of 95 Compaye. . By the flocks of Chrift's Cote 
' - pamens, are-meant. (25 ſome of the beſt Expotitors that 4 have ter 
"Series With underſtand the words) che bogey: or A{ſ:mblies relating 
| make themſelves Chriſts Coms- 
Hoſes Pa pamions, or Equals, by inſtituting new formes of divine Worſhip, - as. 


ipſe, infti- unrelated unto Chrift, and having no Communion with him, but only 
ret, tm the appearance and appellation of a Shepherd (6). So that the 
Soon Icaſorr why: the religious Soul defireth-of Chriſt ro be direted unto 
oe his. fecdings in times of Perſecution and danger, is, leſt ſhe mighe 
= extero- otherwiſe be tempted,and chrough weakneſs yeeld to fall in with ſuch + 


qui nibil te ies, which have Miniſters: or -Shepherds;onlyi fo called, ſer - 
nent, fed". _ whom (he knew that He took na lure to feed any 


' But that Chrcf as hath been ſaid)io tempeſtuous and foul weither, 
ppelationg. (when the ſpirit ofthe world ragethygh agaipRt Church-mectings)ig — | 
us in nate nag won $0 Feed, his Sheep in the champion, or opep Fields, where alt- 
® nequſeto-come, but to lead them into by-places,or ſolitudes, into in. 
| oled x , narrow lanes of a long EC, 
s u 


_ 
"Y - 
I " 


AREAS © Ry 

. under hetg-rows; or the like, and to feed them here ; the Scriptures 
inform us elſewhere.” When the Fowen that brought forth che man- 
child, was perſecuted by the Dragon; there were given uno her two 
wings of a great nh that ſhe-might fly inito the wilderneſs, into her 
place,” prepared for her-of God, that they ſhinld feed ber there a thouſand 
two hundred, and threeſcore dajer[the whole time of her perſecution } 
Rev.12.,6, with 13, &'14, Therefore the Woman Kde bibughe forch 
the M4n-child ( that is, the ſucceſſive body of Saints, or true Belie- - 
vers )” during the times ot reign of the Beaſt, -is not ſpiritually fed 
and nouriſhed in ſuch Aﬀemblies or Congregations Which are publick- 
ly' authorized,  countenanced; or wt tr by the Beaſt, or by- the 
World,” which-goeth woxdring after b;mw (Rev.13.3.) but in thofe 
which are retired,ſolitary and private;and' which-neither of them can 
well brook or bear, but that God: hideth them, - The Meetings of 
Chriſtians for the exerciſe of their Religion, being hateful unto the 
Jews, and which they (it ſeems) would not have tolerated;amongft 
them; had they had knowl of chem, without doing miſchief, m1 
one kind or other, to thoſe thar-thereby ſhould have provoked them : 
The Apoſtles themſelves,by- the guidance of the'Spirir'of -God { for 
they were not, doubtleſs, led unto it by the wiſdom of the fleſb) the 
better to ſecure themſelves from their rage when they afſembled, 
1, Made choice of private houſe to meet in; 2. Of aprivate time, 
the Evening, yea,ſomewhat late in the Evening (as ſome colle& from 
Mages recorded, Luky 24.29, to verſ.36.) 3. Of as much privacy * 
inthat private houſe, as they could well deviſe ; for the Qoors of the 
room where they were, were ſhut : And in this poſture of privacy; 
they did enjoy the bleſſed'Preſence of Chriff, 7 hes rhe ſame day at 

Evening, being the forſt day of the week, when the doors were ſhut, w 
the Diſciples were aſſembled for fear of the Fews, came Jeſmi, and floed in 
the midſt, and ſaith untothem, Prace be wnts you, John20,19, We reade 
of another meeting of Chryrans for the Worſhip of God, under all 
the ſame circumſtances of privacy; and this; doubtlefs, upon the 
ſame account (I mean, for fear.of the Few: ) Ads r2,veiſ: 6,12;23, 
14. compared : This — had Chriſt in the midſt of it (in the 
ſence formerly declared ) for by his Mediation and Incerpoſure, their 
Prayers ferch'd Peter out of 2 ftirong Priſon with an bigh hand. © So 
again, we reade of another religious Meeting of the Aneigh aderies 
with a conſiderable number of other Chriſtians, in an wpper room, for 
the greater privacy and - ſecurity, comers and- goers þ oft '\uporr 
occation, and for civilicy ſake, brought into one,or more of the lower 
- rooms of an houſe, when there is no occaſion of theirgoing or carrying 
| up 
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| wn jonny bins. obey: thoſe that only pay een ary a 


of the upper Chambers of the Temple : yet he bath fo much of a man 


in him (I meanof Ingenuity 


" diſpoyled, be is only-a man 
ty, which could not, we mayyer ſumt, be done in the Temple | he might 


Angamongſtth 
chief (in one kind;oc ot 


nde great danger 
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bantamong ;that believing Chrftexs kept their holy Aſſemblies 
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in. g 'but-his-manner{ and goad pleaſoze -hith-been, »in focthand _ 
ſpeak kind)y and; gracioully unto themy or.16- gathez them x 
undet his privately; as a hen gathereth her chickens, and foto 
communicate his heavenly warmh and vivifick influence untothem; 


CONSIDERATION. XX 1: 


Thezthet kgep the Ward of Chriſt's Patience, (hall be kept by him 
from the havy af tawpterzen, Which will come upon others 10ry them; 
( Kev. 3.10. ) Whereas they deprive themſelves''of the benefit and 
bleſhng of this precious Promile, who ſhall derray, forſake,'or derhine 
this Ward. » By the #ard of Chrifts Patience, . though irbe with:ſomt 
difference, yet nat great neither, underſtood, -may ( with teſt pro- 
bability, as Iconceive) be meant,any Goſpel-Trurh, whichis ſed 
with atrong and-bigh hapd,in the place where we live,and carhard- 
ly be owned and profefied without tuffering, or'atleaft;wicthour dan- 
ger of ſuffering in one degree or other : Such a Truth as this; may be 
called, The Word of Chriſt's Patience, becauſe he'is the occafion, by his 
charge upon men 1n that behalf, why any man ſMers for the profeſſion 
and defence of 1t at any time: (or more briefly) becauſe iris for his 
ſake that any manzin anycaſe whatſoever,ſuffererh for it, In-a Stare ot 
Nation profefledly Pagan, and-where Chriftianity, upon what terms 
ſoever profefled, is. a reproach unto thoſe that profeſs it, or matter of 
deeper inconvenience, the whole Goſpel,or Do&rine hereof in gene- 
ral, is, and may be called, The Word of Chrift's Patience, In King- 
doms or States, profefling C briftiamty, the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
in general, is never this Word, becauſe every man here may profeſs 
that he belieyveth this DoQrine in general, . without him- 
ſelf to.any danger of ſuffering. Bur the #ord of Chriſt's Patience in 
ſuch Communities of men as theſe, is alwayes ſome particular confi- _ 
derable and weighty Truth of the Goſpel, one-or-more, which either 
plainly and in expreſs words, or elſe conſtruQtively and by clear con-- 
ſequence, whether in opinion or practice, or both, is denied or oppo» 
ſed, citber by the Ruling Powers, or by the Minifters, - and others re- 
puted Learned.and Orthodox,or by the generality of the People here: 
So that whoever ſhall keep this Word, thatis, (hall diſcover himſelf to 
own ſuchi a Truth, or ſhall upon occafion openly plead the cauſe of it, 
renders himſelf hereby obnoxjons unto the hatred and ill-will of the 
one and the other, and conſequently unte all ſuch'ſufferings, both-fot 
nature and degree, which they ſhall think meer, and pleaſe to infli& 
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es: thatiris a Word or Truth of Chriſty (hatt-nowirhftaws 
Re Ta orig; focoddew or ſhall wapYy | the Adverſaties ipthdir 
' - epp#ition to 17 G37 TE BH AHHA 3 L904 +.40 15 4 ys «4 BY : 
% - - Now concerning the Promiſe made by Chriſt, unto:thoſe that ſhall 
/; -— kerp eh Ward of bis Patience (in the fence given ) by being kepe by him 
 - -- 4 fromthe bowr of temptation, which will come {or, may come ar one time 
{| ** Or other upon the generality of Chiiltians, to:cry :Gews {throughly, or 
- withthegr and ſoreſt; tryal of all ] is tneant, That whenpther 
; "Profeſſors of the Goſpel ſhall, ini many places, be tryed with'a bloody 
- FM perſecution, wheteby they will be kroughr ro this ſad exigent, eicher 
_ ro waſte their conſctences. by denying.fome manifeſt Truth, or Uſe 
i" either to lay down their lives, or to undergo ſomewhat that will be 
bitter in the next degree to it ; ſhall be kept or preſerved from 
that ſtorm, - So that this is' the Rule of Equity, by which Chrif de- 
clares that be will walk towards thoſe that profeſs his Name and 
Goſpel; They that (1M (hew themſelves loyal & fairhfulunto him-in 
owning any of his #ord;,when they are oppoſed, although their farth- 
'  fulne(s in this kind ſhal wn them unto,or bring upon them, lighter 
ſufferings only, and, which are more eafie.to be barn, ſhall norwith- 
rms x15 the account of ſuch their faithfulneſs, be excuſed or ex- 
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by. him from greater iryals,and which are unto blood: where- 
as thoſe thatthall faulter with him, and turn their backs upon any of 
his ordior Traths, when the danger. of owning them is but little 
- (Fomparitively) ſhall be in danger of being expoled and lefr by-him 
unts temptations that are moſt fiery and grievous, and exceeding 
d:(ficult to be refiſted, Let us now apply the conſideration of theie 

© things to the buſineſs in hand. Y 
One'of the-Words of Chrifts Patience amongſt us at this day ( and 
which, for weight and moment, hath the preheminence among ſome 
others that may paſſe under the ſame denomination) is, That Chrift 
[- » & not; onely the Sovertigh, or Supream , "but the ſole and onely" Law. 
R--- giver une bis Church and People, in matters appertaning to the Wor- 
P » ſhip of 'Ged. - Whether tbe open aſſerting and maintaining of this 
Truth in the terms now expreſſed, and no fufther, 'or otherwiſe, 
will create danger or trouble unto any perſon amongſtus, or no; I 
-cannot affirme : [But certain! I am, that bothan oral and practical 
mmaincainiog, of ir, in the-right ſenſe/and import of the ſaid words; is 
od. of 


/ 


_ or haves) in oz aboiitth 
kceeforthe regaiari wet ig of th 
felf-hach not. ;preſco ondered,. and 
«ed, impoſed, and commanded, undee mul&s, Oo 
mine -powerend auchoritfonly;:!. Forany may ching by 
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manded by God with referenceto his Ps of; ſorhar A doald - 
not be ri ry regularly'and with ac n, "without theebler 
vance of them,. hereby became rk Worſhip.” Frot' 
(by-the way) it is obſervable likewiſe,” chat for: Then 
thority, ot right of power, ro maket indifferent 
for, or about, the orſhip of | God,--is 'to-make 
authority at leaſt in ws ths of this high and facted 
with. God If; and Ihre in ing 
foleLawgiveruntohis Chu 
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conducing, peotighyrmyn of God, Sanyo; 0-9 Mo parks 2 

SChis Choch and le, char ſuch indifferent chings, as he left free, 
andun-commanded, ſhould remain ſo ftill, and chat his counſel in 
that behalf, ſhould not be defeated, or made void by men; who 
Sour by their impoſitions of ſuch chings, which Chrift would not im» | 
deal begween-him, and-his people,” much alike as \Gebazi did 
cen” his Maſter. El;fa, and Naeman the Syrian: Bebold (faith . 

this unworthy ſervant) My. Maſter bath ſpared Naaman this Syrian, 
in not receiving at his bands that which he brought : But, as the Lord 
© Jtveth, Iwill. run after. him, and takg ſomewhat of bim: And being as 
_. accwryg ia 2s bed) as his word, he undetermined, and diſfanul- 
his baſe covetouſneſs, the hondurable. intention of his 
"worthy k Sap: was, that Naamar's cure ſhould: coſt him no- 
thing; 2 5. So do they. who Dietrepber-like, affeft a prehes 
mMinence, - power in, and over, the Churches of God, which 
are. incompetent to-thety, ' br effe&) ſay: Our Maſter Chrift {pay 
xo his Church and and was over-indalgent co them in mat- 
{pM iniag to the worſhip of God, left them at great liberty, 
im g few exrerna} obſervances. upon them herein, and thoſe cafie ;' 
| bu 9s Lord liveth, our little ſhall be thicker, or heavier, 

his loyne we will. enflave. them, and ſet task-ma- 
Soon? 4 ag es TC wbo fall At tk? 
pparitors, : (. who ſha 

ves and far us) 10 aanrach Sides-men, iſh-Prieſts, 
{a tha Apoſtolical, or OE Officers in 


Chrif to Me Sole La: er unto re 

he impoſeth'one Law or tioh upon 

ſhip and Service of God, they inpalerent if noe a prenter r than 
{}3 'thus & their pride, and luft of domi —_ defa- 
cing and ng the gracious intendment of Chri towards them, 
whieh (as was fately ſaid”) was eamake the yoke of cheWoi ſhip of © 
in refpe@ of the part of Ge arora eedinghaiy and eight, an 
leave it free and diſ-incumbred, 'as from the rudiments of the world, 
ſo from the Traditions, Ritual tnjun ;, and Impofitions of men, 


Therefore they who any wayes countenaiice or comply wich, - theſe” 
men in their came; or exerciſe of fuch apower, in br over any ofthe 
Charches of Chrift, or ſhall ſubmit unto any of their lyjunRtions ifſu» 
ed forth, and impoſed, under a pretence, or by vertueof. this power, 
- donot keep, bur give up, and, betray that word 4 Chriſt patience, which 
afſerteth unto him the Sole Legiſlative power over all bis Churches 
(as hath been declared) and con i conſequeny, lay themſelves open and 
naked unto farre more \ ey e temptations, which 
fooner or later _ ars like to fall into, if not to fall under + For the 
woe of being k Yr by Chriſt from ſuch cemptations as theſe, is (a5 
we have heard) onely unto thoſe, who have kept the word 
patience, [ meaning, when the danger of k ing it was leſs, and tbe 
cempeation to forſake or berray % 8 more eafie , and to 
Rand upright under}. 1 (ball nor need ſuppoſe) further,to add, -= 
* they who'do homage with their att $699 Gepdadency ey 
Miniftry, which ” etended to be eretedin he hurch, _ 
by the power which m _ z inſt c he Prerogative of Chrif 
in” his power over his C {notoriouſly and palpably be- 
tray that word of bis patience, kick afſercerh chis his Fan ares unto 
big the $-(9--r Jr a Miniftry,being one of che moſt daring, inſolent, 
Aings of that uſurped power), an ſo for ſear 
of being 'banten fenten with Rods, take a direQ courſe to be ſcourged with 
Scorpions. © 


Theſe are ſorne of thoſe: Important confiderations, which being 
throughly digeſted in the Judgments and Conlcierices of god Chri+, 
ftians, cannot (leighrly) but ſo affeft them, as to cauſe them to diſtaſt, 
the proftice' of hearlog's Prefacieal Miniſtry, 1 could have encreaſed, 
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5: 3.885 ſhewed inthe laſt Congderation ) in. ant] by:1every2eus 
and'adminiltracjon of this their FugAion,they vouch and juſti» 
fie that, ſa highly-(acrilegious an Uſurpation: and they who conntes 
nance them with cheir preſence, whilkt they.a&.chis great unworthi- 
nels, do nothing leſs then, juſtify fſyck their juſtification, and ſo muſt 
needs ſhare wich them) in the iniquity of it. Whereas the Scribes aud 
Phariſees, of whom our Saviour ſpeaks in the Text before us, according 
to Dr. Hamand's own Paraphraſe of the place, were of the Sanedrim, 
and to be looked upon by them [he people, and his Diſciples themſelves ] 
4s. their: lawful Kulers that had Authority ever them, ſucceeding Moſes 
and the ſeventy Elders, Numb.1 1.36, According to rhis. nation (which 
15 not altogether improbable) there was no reaſoriable grourid of any 
<4 eyes hearing them, when they expounded and declared Mofes 
bis Law. An&if i could. te proved .on-the behalf of the Minaſters, 
whom we judg ic unlawful te bear in their Teachings, thatthey ih any 
ſuch (ence, fit inthe Sect, citlier of the. 4pojiles,: Prophets, Evangelifts, 
Paſtors, or Tedchers, which Chriſt, when:he afcended up-onbigh, gave 
or the perfedling of the Saints, &c. - neither ſhould we queſtion the 
awfulnefſe, yea or duty (upon, acealion) of hearing them,. But the 
conjeQure of Grotizs ſeems more rational, and better comporting with 
the Scripturess which'is this, That the ewes had no-Conliſtory: of 
Tiyess, upsany perſon or perſgns, publickly authorized among them, 
(085M. 05 cake acomne who; were moet, or he to. be: alles ed for 
Sxpounders, of the.Law, but.thac it/was free for any man, whoſc:heaor 
farved tim. for the. work, artakeit upon him, arid 60-inftru&andtearh 
the people accordingly :+ oply adding, thae more generally, they-who 
did.take this profefiion or work upon them, were Phartſaict inflituti; 
of che Se& or per{wafjon of the Pt ariſers : As (faith /he). amarig the 
Bamdnsg it wispermitted unto any man thacwould, to plead ng 
Caſearany Bas.of Tugicattire in; theic.:flate: That: which we/tead; 
As 113, 15. fayours-the ſaid; conjecture: Ard after the reading of 
tha Low and-the Rropbets, the Rulers af the Synagogue ſent unto ubem, 
ſavings 16 Men and Bretbren, if ye: have eny word of Exbortatian for the 
people, fay.on: which ſeems to. imply, that any perſon-amongt chem, 
ghe; without breach of any-order ar cuitame, ;teach the people-puts« 
igkly ons. of the Law and Prophets. If iewere:thus, neither cont 
there beany the like: reafen far the Jariſh-people to deny their i 
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Argument I. 


The Apoſtle Pau! rejoyeed, yea, and profeſſed that he would r 
that Chet was Petey way, whether in pretence or in 
1-13. Therefore certainly it is lawful, yea, and more than lawful 
(even matter of .ducy, upon occafion ) to hear ſuch (atleaſt) of t 
Prelatica] Teachers, who preach Chriff, which it ſeems hard -toden 
but char ſome of them do. For ſuch » Which no man can 
hear withour wy cannot be any juſt macter of rejoycing unto a Chrifſi= . 
an, nor'(1 ) unto any man. - - 


US handy Anſwer. 


7, This general expreſſion, every way, is to be limited iy.” under 
Rood; according to the JubjeR matter- in hand. There'is nothing 
than to deliver that in generaF'terms, 
which: yet admits, not of a fimple, or abſolute univerſalicy in the 
meaning ofit, but on)y of ſuch, which renders 'it confiftent with the 
tenor and.nogion of other Scripcures, and is (for the mot part) com- 
menſurable co the; preſent occafion, Matth. 23. 3: Mark 1: 5---11. 
24- Luke 2.1, 10.-- 6,30. Fobn:10.8. As 5, 42, Rome. 1. 5. (0 
omit other inſtances without number). Befides, it is a common.and 


| rus Rule, Predicata ſunt talis, qualia & ſubjefs ſuis ofſe permitiint at : 
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#f the other, So then the 


us) is not that the preac 
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- manner, or .upon ſuch” terms, As 15, 1, Gal. 5, 2:4; Phil: 


| .. (45) 
head afide from it, as maybe. preſently ) is inconfiſtene- with 
what we find in the- Scripture. For - dares Devil preached 
4 affirming, upon his knowledge, thac' he' was The Holy One of 
Mark 1.24. Luke 4. 34 And again, that he was: Chrift. the Son 
of - God, ver. 4%. The: Lord Chrift was (© far from rejoycing in being 
thus preached, chat he- rebuked che Preacher, a rcemtiidel hint to 
bold his peace, Luke 4.35.41. . Mark 2.25. "Thas the Damſel chat 
followed Pax] and thoſe with him, crying our, and ſaying, concerning 
them, Theſe men are the Servants of -the- Moſt High God, which ſhew 
wnto ns the way of Salvation, did, in effeft, and after a ſort, preach 
Chriſt, by giving teftimony-unto thoſe, who did cruly preach him, yer 
Peul rejoyced not in this her preaching of him, but on the contrary, 
was grieved at it ( as is expreſly ſaid, AQs 16.18. ) They alſo preach» 
ed Chriſt, who preaebed Juſtification and Salvation by him, though not 
by him alone,buc in Conjun&ion with Circumcifion,and the works of 
the Law ; yet neither did Pax! rejoyce in his being preached in fuch a 


Gal..5. 12, compared; Nor. is it like -that he would have mngt 
ced in his being preached by ſuch perſons, of 'whom- heprg 
AJs 20, 29. Grievous Wolves----not ſparing the F lock. ” Am 
CharaQers of perſons, of whom God himſelf demanderh{I996 
you to do ts ele Pens, Thr ou funlt take y0Þ 
mouth, this is one; that w i4 Thief, t] Tenet 
hin, Pſal.; 50, 16, 18, - which in a very Empharical Fe fo we 
thoſe Preachers, whom we judge. it-unbecoming a good Chriſtian to 
hear. For in accepting their Office of a: Miniſtry from che Hierarchical 
Lords, they conſent with them in their (acrilegious robbing the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt of. that Authoricy and-Honour, which God hack | 
meet co confer upon him, in-anointing and appointing himrrobe che 
Sole Lawgiver unto his Churches in things appartainingtorths Wore. 
ſhip and Service of God, as well in things to be prafiſed; as in thin 
to be believed. Butcof thiswe have ſpoken formerly. By what 
been ſaid the Argument in hand; itis' ſufficiencly- evideac, thar the 


 Apoftle*s general expreſſion. concerning Chriffs being” preached every 


way, is to be underſtood with limitation z' and equenely, that no 
Atguments or Proof for any thing, can be drawn from the” generalisy 
It, : , | 08s 


" +2. In propriety and ffriftneſs of ſpeaking, Chriff cannor- be ſaid'to 
bed by a Prelatical Miniſtry. For only then he may be pro- 
erly faid co be preached, when he. is preached, and ſer forth, — 
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- have beea what. to.8ttribace che 
-Andas Chriftis faidto APPEAR in Heaven for ns, ( Heb. 9. 24.) 
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+ he ſhould deny it. | | 
= 4..Candiaftly) This diftriburiony! Whidbey Ir pherence, of br tit, 
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:dn0m; or diſe | 


part of char. glory is denyed | | 
is appropriate unto therrue rep, 
brit of God,it: is for-thas Chrifh,bur anothier, an Idol Chrifh, char js 
RE A eel be ben onroctueepecilly in 
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luſtrious and ſhining Gemgin that Crown of Gfory,whith God the Fa. 
yg Ae head: and whilkt they preach ſuch a Chiytas this 
{a ba who, hath ng ſuch:Prerogative,or Royaley bulohging to him), 
av 4:Sole power of Legis-lation unco his Charches;but hack weakand 
finfal men joyne-ſbarers with him mis Authority in this kind)donor 
preach che true;che reat-Chrif,the Chrift of God(as Peter termeth him, 
abr <x9mte arr ane mtheir own imaginations,& having no 
Exiftevce bur bere | 
able bo jultii men from.cheir fins, nor w ſave their ſouls, though(It.is 
.ke)chey. aſcribe theſe great chings unto him, as 1dolaters in/all 
greatworks of 'God wntotherr 1 


meanings that his very dppeerznce . before 'God, \confidering what he 
tnck-doue,and rt on'our behalf; is,wichour any other expreffion, 
-or applicatiomof himſelfunto ham, asby oral requeſt, proftration,' or 
chelike; = moſt effeQinlinterceding with him for us : In like manner 


the Sole: appearance of x Prelatical Miniſter "in the Pulpit, to perform 


the'a&tof preaching,it being. known and conſidered, how,and by whar, 
'or | .he # upon ſuch an accounthere, is av In- 
cer pr pleading, with zi! chac are before him; 'for that Antichri- 
Hidn andlawliels power, which isblafphemonſly cleimn'd, / and'exerch- 


Fed; by the great Maſters of the Hierchy, and conſequently, againſt 


that Moſt Sacred Prerogative of Chrift,* which giveth him the honowr 
of being the Sole Law-giver urwo.his Churches. And as the Apoſtie 
teh of ſome, J#ho\ in words} | proſe that they know God, but it 

'S0 4n ale ſuch a Minitet as this, 


(pea 
; they im, Tit. 1+. 16, 
rt vers re Ye % ras aftirm Peſos Chrif to be the Sole 


Lawgiver-unto his Churches, yer iff and by, his very a& of preaching 


that che Apoſtle /in his general ntpreflivh of 


-t 


anger che naine of CHyIf, ants - 
by thoſe who preachhimingor 


< the Sole Lawgiver uneo his Chure * 
ches {as hath, been proved)which'yer.4s one ofthe richeſt, and moſt it. 


bere,only,and:incheFencies of cheir Proſetires, and is not.” - + 
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© "papers, ic plainly ap froinly.og pearech; and good men, who have 
'- Inſert ehemlglyess if the_cauſe TT and.avouched the de- 
cir from the-Grolit' | 
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corded men a Rope unto them, and that 
they! hafenour of Babylon, whiahy whilet their eyes were held, they 
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ham, fimply) confideretl, bor of- choſe mjraculous appearances 
rw pak for, and in, vhe effeting of ig. '$o that nothing can be-con-" 
| frowidice'ta prove erue convetfion unto God, tobe alwa 
in? af Mrguenens; or Uhatchac Miniſtry, by which tis 
bn en in? Farttter cleoriggof which}; 13 way be 


lications « of biz uno 
and applets berween times of 


II 


of Liyhe, ceenines of the border Fgcard 7 to. come. to 
ooberrtny or; |\elſe by the weakneſi and flowneſs of 
| (gates ry wh gitancy,or that backwardneſs 
i which ſoeaſtly Cand almoſt uni» 


; or laftly, by mn 2 Fong p 


| member - IN already.,and fo 
ty after'ts; God(1 ſa to. make many 
EI uv are ignorant of 
the th they a& 


i CR he mil atinp- hand indulge'anto thoſe,that either 
cofily-may know:ic; and yer will walk in the 
pre orb lace ways oftheir own hearts. This obſer. 
wationt{ vevily ) for both number and clearneſs of Scripture 
reftiftranzcs, mbey-compere with oo other aruch afſecred here. The pla- 
cxcha the heave ofic, were they drawn togerher, pad « litcle 
amonnt toz-juft Volume." } {hall mention one one & 
mn rho 11, 7 mage; wo others. And thetimes —" 
_—_ but now commandeth all men every & cir 
_ ba. pare ntlong era wud maketh known 
and year wry hattvapppinted' a day; for the ' day was appvinted 
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thar during thac lomg';cro& of cime,;: wherein CN _ rs 
paniſh, try, andexerciſe the Chriftien world wich ry; 
ments, and the un-natural ſwelliggs of Epiſcopal Power, \atig 4 
quently to ſuffer che reaſons & underſtandings gon þ eek 
he, and (doubtleſs) would have detefted, 
hich Lite pations-over'his free-bornSonsand Dmgitrrens 
or ocherwie incumbred and diverted; *3s coovertbok 
ofhis mind in the Scri 


his Church; that G 
God ley) 


ſuch nr, 


which he will nee allow fris 
ingunto it, when once he hat 
_"_ teo de i N oro to utter. and 
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dog 
wirh-it, owt angered) 5 rover pag | 
Aud as Abrabem lived well, __ the love. — 
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| £35); 
eftate, and proſpered in the ks HI8 he lived in his own:-Coun»! 
rrey, amongſt his kindred, and in his Father's houte, before God.called 
him our from hence.todwellin the Land vf Cavan, where he intended 
to bleſs and. er him, yet ſeven times more; wheteas had he-diſo- 
beyed rhe call of God, and continued in his Farhers houſe filly; chis 
eall notwithſtanding, doabelefs he had highly provoked -Godg-neither 
would his own Countrey,Kinred,or Father's houſe, havebeen the ſame 
uhto him in comfort and peace,which formerly they had been : In like 
manner, though an honeſt and upright (oul may be in the love and fa- 
our of God, and thrive: competently in: irs iptricual eftare, urider a 
ical Minigry (and haply:in it ſelf) whileſt it remains ig- 
norant- of. the mind. and; will bf. God concerning its removal, and 
wantech lighe to diſcern the evil of ſuch ſtandings; yer. if ic ſhall 
chuſe, and reſolve, to keep theſe poſtures, or ſtandings, atter char God 
«hall bave called unto itto forlake them, they are not liketo yield any 
of cheir former accommodations unto it; nor is God like to take che 
ſame delight in (or rather to ſhew the ſame compaſſion on) chis: foul, 
which he did before : bur according to the obſervation, end ſaying of 
David, He turneth a fruitful Land into. barenneſs, for the wickedneſe 
of them that dwell therein, Pſal. 107." 34. If it be demanded ; but 
when, or how, doth God call any ſoul, or perſon, from under a Prela- 
tical Miniſtry, or out of Babylon ? Lanſwer; when by: a clear light: he 
diſcoversthe finfulneſ(+, or (whichis the fame; in effe& the danger, 
or threatning conſequence, of a mans abidingunder the former, or in 
the latter. Convidtion of any thing finful,. or unlawful, in any of our 
_ wayes, is a loud call from God unto repentance and reformation. And 
as Abrahams obedience unto the call of God,., when he called him ouc 
from his own Country, Kinred,and Fathers bouſe,is commended by this, 
that be went out, not knowing whither be went, (Heb- 11. $.) bur ſped . 
never the worſe for this : So when God (hall call us from under an un- 
lawful Miniftry,ic is not Chriftian-like to'make any ſuch allegation, or 
plea, aSthis, againſt our ready and cheerful ſubmiſſion to his call ; we 
now nat where we ſhall r1endour (elves, or find the like ſpiritual pro- 
viſions, we are like to be loſers by the change, &c; It woult be much 
more worthya Son,or Daaghter, of Gad inchis caſe,' to confider and 
work upon that which Davi4 immediately ſubjoynerch to cthe+paſſage 
lately cited from him# He turneth the WILDERNESSE into u fland- 
_ ing water, and dry gauge into water ſprings ; and there be maketh the 
hungry to dwell, that they may prepare @ City for habitetion,.&c. Pal. 
107..35, 36, 37, 38. They who ſhall forſake. a polluted (Miniſtry, 
chough otherwiſe plauſible, and in all points befides lively MET 
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the erue Miniſtry. of Chrift; upon | of NPV of he pollutednes 
6f it, :need not. fear :chavitbey-ſhall be loſers in cheir (pi Fel eſtates 
hereby, or ſuffer in their Intitr man. The woman cloatbedwiththe Sun 
Rev. 12: ' when the:fled from; the Ciry into the wilderneſs, being (as 
it appears) admoniſhed'by Ged fo co doy bad #placethere prepared . 
for her: by God,. where ſhe'wis fed and nowriſred ['with's more whole- 
ſome diet, doubcleG, then: the'ſhould have been ia che City} for 
many years. am | TL 


 3-] Although for argument ſake; and ji part (1' confeſs) foripgoba- 
bilicy fake, and Hikelihood of eruth,' it hat aAheareas chatfome 
have beentruly and favingly canverced eo the faich, and ſome edified; 
by a Prelatical Miniſtry, yet 1 believe will ſorely rack the party and, 
learning of the greatelt Patrons of it, to make any demonſtrative proof 
of either, eſpecially of the former. It was a right and uſeful ob=- 
ſervation of Ariſtotle, . that to tak® wra vin '&s He ren, chat 
which follows. in time for the effe& of thac which goeth before, is ® 


common miſtake am men, Thoſe, that have been converted after, 
or upoti the hearing of a Yermon, . poſſibly might not be converted by 
ie. in, it is well known unto thoſe, that are but competently Ver- 


ſed in Ecclefiaftical Records, as well of ancient, as of latter cimes, 
that great numbers-both of men, and women, have been favin 
wroughe npon by ocher means and diſpenſations of God, and not by 
hearing Migiſters of a Prefeticel creation. ' Not to infiſt upon particu- 
lars in this kind, as either the converſion of Conflantine by reading the 
Sibylline Oracles, as ſome of theſe records report ; or of Auguſtine, be- 
gotten unto God (as himſelf in his Confeſſion giveth che Chriſtian world 
co underſtand) between a miracle (or che miraculous voice of Tolle, et 
.Lege, take up, and read, heard by him in a Garden oft repeaced, 85 
with a finging cone) and the reading of thoſe Texts of Scripture, Rom. 
13-13, 14. orof Vilomus, Antonius, and ſeveral others, mentio- 
ned by him in theſe writings, as brought off from Heatheniſme unto 
. God by the like, or not much unlike, means, (or of others that might» 
without number, be collefted our of other Authors). Baronins reports 
that three whole Nations, the Franks, the Goths, the Longobards, were 
converted from Paganiſme, and many impious errours, urito the Chri» 
ftian Faith, by three women ; the-Franks, in GYlia, by Chrotildis (a 
Burgandian) ; the Goths, in Spain, by Ingundes (a Frank); the . 
bards, in Ttaly,” by Theodolinda a Bavarian. Befides the Woman cioa-: 
_ thed with the Sun, &c. (ofwhom we lately (pake, and by whom wehg- 
nified; according to the concurrent teſtimony of all Expoficors, that 1 


have 


is tem» 
into the 
and undif- 


akeard), 


| Aon ali who £ now oO 
tar to the groateſ} Ne > profel Chritians, Ss and 
wound _ into the fa1d ewo-horen'd Bead li ran the gracious int» 
ter of Gad, .to-þe fed and nouriſhed. this Iamlau 4 Dan true 


{Char Y was » barrenybug brought forth children,Sons an Dangh- 
s unto:God, during her abode in the-wilderne(s from firft-ro leſt 
fe ſhe brought not forth theſe children by che knowledge of a-Prelati- 
cat Miniſtry ; the Miniſters of, this Order exerciſing cheir Miniſtry in 
the City {1 ng + openly, and in places prepared, and,allowed;; for 
ſuch p* pk the Civil, Magiltrate,, and fo had;noggeationty flees 
into.the. Wildernels, or to ſeek loligary and priyars places.for the ent- 
ployment oftheir talenc i in this kind }:: Unleſs. we ſhall conceive, that 
the Forgn we ſpeak of, was all along upplyed with children ouc of the 
Ciey, by the publique Miniftry here, God, ſecretly admoniſhing,, and 
erlyading thoſe Sons, and Daughters of; bis, ,chac- Hou begoten, by | 
bak pf gage Fathers, as ſqon, ab, ur - bags cdogae wer® [pirt- 
borga, to wit g thagaſe ves from dang yn of ſuch F a- 
Gd, and to joyn them(elyes unto his true Chargh and Pepple in-che 
here tobe fed and-nowi 4, that is, to be bujlgup in their 
vader Holy Faith, and prepared for their ej Glo o.that one 


of ahe(e.txo Propoſitions Ay ves eds,;be y 3. £it er:thas conven» 


beeg, w by ather.mean 
w_ Cor Min Pope's that of « Prelatical ng ſo prone” 


rilyl by this ; or in cafe this Minifiry hath.cagverted any, that chele up. 
on their converſion, have been required by God not to remain, os lie 
ſill under, ir, = - _ _ edification amongſt their Brethren in 
AbepiteroFs bet lexion, and from. a ry. of amore ho- 
nourable x lanfulexcradion The forme: ed, confine 
eth.the ANGIE in hand ; the orethy main act we have under» 
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Ffun&ions, that he kept them farrhful tines him in his work, and vouch= 


hereby made the rave 
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fo 7 to coffe the' ignorant 
nh nc our of the C Heb. s, " 
who if the fimplicity and 'up+ 


ingnoevilinſuch an ation ores 
ed ) ich the Prelates for: cheir oc nb 


byores, Nt o 


ſafed rhem the great henour of (LDN with them cothebrin 
home of fouls unto God. Bur, "png » 


$ Thoniuhber of thefe was M fmall, ſcarce bra the pro» - 


portion of” gfe of 4 City, andtwo of a'Ti ribe. Out of the great Ckud of 


'Prelatical Prieſts ( for their Ordtination baptizech them bychat name; 


nor are they offended at'it') Sathan rained npon the people, Smares of 


Kdolatrousand Superftitious conceirs, and praftiſes, withour end : and 


| intheſe ſnares of dearh the ifeer of the art of the poor ignos 
'#ant ſouls inthe Nation, arc taken, and das. 


(ot is day, rt is 
Kanybreackof chariey-toeonceive'and chink;tharss r the great 


theſe Miniſters, were ini their courſe of preiching, more reakiuſl 
to beger Sons and Daughters to the Church of Englunt(in theit 
notion ) thaniunto God z alchough poſlibly ( to allay all ſeeming hard- 
nels m the laying ) 20 miglir ſuppoſe: that men and women; being 
made the titie Sons'rnd Dy eters of the Forts of Englund, were 
Sons an Daughters of Gog alfo.' For what may 
notance, and 200 conf! piringtogether, ſuppoſe ?- Noth pal pri 
- king of men of corrupt* minds, and” deffitnte of the Truth 
Gy. z the rl apes ain” to'be godlineſs, admoniſkin _—_ 
| Lofſuch importune and imrea leſoppe: 
þ-7 ang oo Ti im. 6.5. Bae for - the Church” 'of "England, who Thall live, 
when eithe} of her 'Sons; br Fathers, 'will be. able'to declare her 


-Generation, or ſatifje che world, who, or what kind of creature 


nh is Þ - | & 


+42, Thoſe few Minter of lhe Prolaticat"SanRticn; who CER 
"yas pleaſed to ſeparate their fellows, in blafling 'their labours eo 


. he ng'of Sons and Daughters unto God'in the Nation, were 


ſmoak in their noſes, and as thorns in the eyes, of thoſe who had in» 
truſted then wich a Miniſterial employment, being by chem .looked 
npon/s84 ſpurious and: Allegitimare- 


the Church if 
- ans oo bog an edn unto God, Als po 


pl yp work 


| 0: . Þ 
wofk of their Miniſtry, which, by LP of the ſuecefs that God gave 
, unto them in the hearts and affe&igns of the people, their Ghoſtly'Fas 

thers were-not able, or rather, nor willing to- diftiriguiſh from 
Schiſm, Fa&ion, Popularity, &c; chey were evil entreated, injaviou(; 
ly handled; vexed with Summoners and/Apparitors, cited-into their 
Courts (where they muſt, at their peri}, appear at the day. and hour 
appointed, how long and weariſome, how unteaſonable, or expertive, 
how tempeſtuons, or dangerous foever-their journey hither ſhoukd 
be) here to be falſely charged, to be vilified, and reptoached, before 
all that are preſent, -by Chancelors,, Commilſlaries, &c. lobe whos . 
many rimesknow not their right hand fromcheio left, inchings _ 
taining unto God ; as meet to.frt in judgement 1:por a learned: arch 
y Miniſter, as in the Greek. proverb, rg wele augay, 45-an Aﬀc 
15 £0 play upon- a Harp ) and after all this, were ſomerimes filenced 
or luſpended, deprived,degraded, impriſoned, yea conſtrained chrough- 
an experimencal ſence of the implacableneſ(s .of theſe. bloody: aven-: 
gers, tocommitthemſeclyes unto the Seas, how inconvenient or dainge«. 
rous-ſoever, either through age; tenderneſs 'or wealineſs of conſtau® 
tion, preſent undiſpolicion.of body, or otherwiſe ſuch journyilig were: 
like co prove untothem, and to ſeek for « SanQtuary in ftra nds. 
So chat the Miniſters that with greateſt zeal and faichfulne( planted 
the ſaving knowledge of God, and:promoted: the: Sntereſt of crue 
Godlineſs inthe Nation, though (being led que ofthe way by the falſe 
lighe of thoſe cimes) they owned the Prelates in theirTiſurpations, by 
accepting their Oftice of Miniſtry. from their unhallowed hands, . yet 
the Pre/ates loon after, namely, as ſoon as th&y ſaw or heard, thatthey- 
beld from them, in preaching the Goſpel, diſowned them,” and 


rook ſrom Gem, atleaſt from many of them, and their. will was the 
ſamecowards them all, but that prudentials hindered the lameneſs of 
execution upon ſome, by filencing and ſuſpending them, the exertiſs * 
of that Miniſtry, and ſo ineffe&, the Miniftry ic (elf, - which chey trad 
conferr'd upon them. So that by this time, if we reſpe& the realicy 
ofthings rather than the rigour or formality of words, the Miniſters we 
now ſpeak of, were no Minifters ofa Prelatical inveſture ::for they who 
had inveſted them,devefted them again. Adde hereunto (that whick we 
may, not only.in charity, but according to the guidance of reaſon ie 
ſelf, ſuppoſe their conſcienciouſne(s and loyalty unto God, in alb other 
their wayes and aRings conſidered) that had -they known or 'once 
Fr , the great evil of putting their heals under Prelatical hands 
to receive an Evangelical fun&ion from them, they rather have 
ſyflered them to be taken! from. their ſhaulders, as Joly Baptift's head 


Was . 


| 


were: 
a reaſon, - ply 2 ' 


fiow:fpeak & by Whom-much real good was done to the (onls of 
in the Marion, applyed chemſelves wholly and intirely roche work of 

is inpreaching the Golpelſand did not make merchandize ofcthe = | 
ingor perverting it at any time,as ific.any where | 
ake to the fheare of the 77 we Intereſt, or recommended anyſuch 
, or Ruler, unto the C of Chrift,  as2;Prelate, or Biſhop 
(in the by-ſenſe, or high ſenfe of the word, or gave bim power eo 
. trude what, and whar numbers, of Ceremonies,and Apocryphal pray« 
5g Cong prayersonly fo cJlled, he pleaſed, upon the people of God, as 

Mi 


Mimſters, as others,' upon ſevere penalties to be infliQed on thoſe 
who&Confiences were not wide enough to ſwillbw chem ; Now fach 

intfters, who, though having received their Office from Prelates; yer 
fliall in and work of cheir Miniſtry, wholly and conftancly 
wave; and" decline their cauſe from the one end of itrothe other, ne- 
ver openingtheir mouths ro caſt reſpefts, either upon their Office, or 
anyehing; that hath fo much as ane Jineament of their Image, or one 


Jerter of their 4 dab hu, upon it, and inftesd hereof, zeitouſ- 
hy-and: faichfully- preach up Jeſus Chriff in the of all his Offices, 
as the Goſpel afferteth lareth them, w ntially, is 


o 
$ 
fy, that ſhall quie themſelves in-ehe way of their Mink 
on ſacl cermes 8s > corftrafrively, and in effe&pand 
muck advantage t the glory of God, end edification of men, 

. renounce 


the preac down of Frelacy, as the bringing in of the 
antes Dagor's Temple,was the downfaland deftrution of that I 
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renoance their-Prelatice! Ordination, as if ghey ſhogld do it more li 
erally and formally. Sothen, all things weighed bo the ballance of 
| quicy, the Miniſters, unto whom God gaye the hdnour to triumph in 

Crit, (as the Apoſtle”s phraſe is (2Cor. 2. 14.) and by whom to make 
| manifett the favour bf bis knowledge amongſt the Inhabitants'of this Na- 

tion, were not Minifters of a Prelatical Ordination ( in any<eompleat, 
direR, or pong ſence of the denomination } but only in ſome fuch® 
mykteriaus and obſcure notion, as chat, wherein the Beaſt is termed, 
the Bea?f which i not, end yet is, Rev. 17.8. They that were round- 
1y,. right down, without any abatement, or need Of explication, ſuch 
have,amongſt chem, in matters of true Religion, ſound knowledge,and 
piety cowards God, reduced the generatity of the Nation to a morſel 
of Bread: All.choſ&1dolatrous afid Superftitious conceits, and prafti- 
fes, all rhat bloody ignorance and prophanefſſe,all that-cy ry bold- 
nels in finning, that hatred of goodneſs and good men, whith are the 
nakedne(s and ſhame of the Land, and render it obnoxious to divine 
diſpleaſure, may juſtly call this Generation of men,cicher Fathers, gr 
Folter Fathers, or both, | 


Many learned and good men have been, and many ſuch at this day, 
are very confident, that ordination by Biſhops, im the high ſenſe of 
the word, is regularly founded on the Scriptures; yea, and that there 
can be no lawful, or true Miniſter any where created, where there is 
not the hand of ſuch a Biſhop to fanRife the ation, and to raiſe it to 
that. worth and dignity, that it may be meet to yeild the ſacred fruics 
of a Goſpel- Miniſtry, And it is generally known, and acknowledged, 
that Qrdinaction of Miniſters by Biſtiops, in the upper fignification of 
the word, hath been very antiencly, and for many ages by-paſt, prafti- 
ſed in the Church, ſcarce any man queſtioning, og;contradifting it. 
Tharghoey: why ſhould the hearing of ſuch miniſters be now conbnd 
as unlawiul ? | 


/ 


Anſwer, 


This Argument calleth for the confines of ſundry particulars for 
ics full and due ſatisfaRion.: Others, many have largely andifubſtanti- 
ally anſwered Wl! thats PoaRencens and pleyded, from the Scripture, in 
the behalf, cicher of che Order or Office af Biſhops, in theTence of 
the word lately ſpecibitd, or of their Sole power-of Ordination : 9p 
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t as unto theſe, 1 ſhall be very curſory at f, chiefly poincing at. 
the) eads of lon few Conberagons whereby ir» will pnarroye | 
' feſt; that'although all that the Argument fait pretenderh unto, 
MOU te framed w9es for alt FH Eqnife They of chang; io. 
"the proof of what is'intended. .- Therefore, f IN 


- + 1." Learning, is veryineer of kin unto kyowledge, if it be not the 
 *fame. Now knowledge, though it be'a very uſeful and commendable | 
'endownient, yet itchath one bad property, (which the Apoſtle himſelf 
. *eaketh, and'giveth notice of, 13 Cor, 1. 8.) it pufeth up; that is, itis 
' apt tolift men up intoa confident conceit thar there is more worth in 
'them, that in deed and in truth thege is. Neither will a'very good 
degree of goodneſs in the ſame ſibjeR, at many turns, ant in many 
Caſes, penc the operation of this evil property upon ic, ' Learned 
and knowiflg men, though good men, will roo frequently aſſume more 
unto themſelves,than by the aſſignment of God, or good reafon, com- 
ertreo their (hare. The Apoſtle Pay! plainly fignihech that God knew 
that he would have been exaltcd above Meaſure through the abundance of 
revelations vouchſaſed unto him, if the exceſſive heac of his propenfion 
in this kind had not been corre&ted and-allayed by a Meſſenger of Sa- 
than, (ent and given unto bim to bufſet bim, 2 Cox. 12. 7. | 


a 
* 


2. When men of learning and knowledge more than ordinary, ſhall 
refle& upon their own worth in this kind, and hold intelligence wich 
their great parts and abilities (as the beft of men, thys accompliſhed, 
are aptco do, witneſs the great Apoſtle Pau! himſelf, who cold the 
Coritthians, that though be was rude in ſpeech Lcanlag,es theythoughr, 

-and calkedof bis] yet not in KNOWLEDGE, 2 Cor. 11: 6.. See alſo 
'Epb.'3. 4.) os neva when they ſhall be conceited withal, that cheir 
hae of knowledge and underftanding is raiſed higher, than really ic is 

(which is a wealkneſſe frequently incident'to the ſtrongeſt of this Ge- 
ration), they are precipicately diſpoſed to preſume [ oor former 
cranſlation read it ; or, to be wiſe; or, to favour, as the word, gporry, 

oft fignifieth] above that which is written (1 Cor. 4.6.) and-lo co 

embrace (ſometimes)and to affert, wirh great confidence, luch notions 

and renents for truths, which the Word of Truth, diligently conſulted, 

and well anderftood, abſolutely diſclarmerh ; yea, and which ſober and 
Toind reaſon it ſelf will, not brook, There is ſcarce any age bur hath 
yielded inftances more than enough to confn'm rhe ney of this obſer- 
vation; The beft Records of Antiquity, yea, the mt 'un-queſtioned 
miicings of the moſt tearned and deyour Fathers them(elyes proclaim 
+2 | | it 
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others, ſeeming as evade as they of the ſame prerenſion, bring it 
down tb abour the year 300 z = eruth i is, char though borh'cheſe cal- 
culations ofthe Nativity ofie, eſpecially the former, give it'che oppor- 
nity and advantage of a long and ſpecious preſcription, yet the be- 
wicching complexion of it confidered, together with the amorous in- 
clinarions rowerds ſul objedts,' ſo frequently found in & arverke wits, 
and large- endowments, oe ow toafford men 11 Nrely to 
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. theearch, by the ſcent and ſavour of. it, 'more 
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commonly levie, «nd urge fromthe Scripcures, to —__ the * 

and conſcie men to a ſibmiſſiveand quiet acknow- 

= _ _ os high ks and fun&ions in the C (a pr of 

rin £0 Hrowerig $19. 35. Image which fell down from 7upt- 

- teryand that they Uiſo caine from Heaven, and for ſupported by the 

ly and: firong' pillar of Fas Divinum; the truth 1s, chat being 

red in the ballarice, do not fay ofaccurate reaſon,bur of common 

ie(elf, they would he foutid roo leight to. balace the floating vel- 
ſci, wherein that proud Lady, Epiſcopacy, with all her eriobular accou- * 

erenents, is imbarqued ; Ja and were it not for ſome poor relief, 

omthe ſhacrered and 4 pon pap Records 


giveyon: G Hg h notof the lerter, or words, (chis beinga part 
an 
by 


bk 


Chriſt, when be 
OHes, 


Eh. 


- Bat 


po peo "wey 

| Fime aſter, 

gor andy 1 a hndeed) bn ſeal Sins of ED Ther e our Digce- 

ſan Advocat& vex and trouble this Scripture alſo (as they do ſeveral 

1 ria to no- purpoſes, this ich all the xelt folicuced, ip their cauſe; 

crying aloud unto. them with one voice, Depart from us, we knopgu04 

* not, He thardefires further conviction that neither Timothy, nor Titas, 

were ever male Biſhops (in, the now-ruling ſence of the. word) may 

' receive it in in apundeoce (together with-the knowle alin many other 

thin arp pes canoe when wat Fabghes 

r.W, (quire, undecche: 

page $5 and tus, &c, This conſidered, itis no TAL nn 

| chat learned men, moe enerally; who bare good will, {more on 
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the Hierarchy and Superiority of Biſhops over ather Miniflers 
- joins &t all in the Wordof Gods Ns was & meer bumane, hoy 


/ after the Apofiles times, fron » whence. the, Antichriſtian, Papacy. | 


oe "Rome, bath both it's riſe aid progreſs :, and. that far 

. years la? þ. 6 #, it bath been the WA intrument of perſecuting,, 
++ ſuppreſſing the Truth and Saints of God, in all Countries .and King» 
des, as all Hiftarians avs + The name of chis Great Exemplar 
(worthy to be had in. everlaſting remembrance) was, if my Author, 
miffakes not, Patrick 4dan on- Buc even this wan, thoygh he was. at; 
laik ane. of < thouſand ze7" iZoxgr, in his Repentance,. yet was he 
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eo be overcome of. the cempting ſplendor of that new-diviſt norlgls 
«. thing .. 


ohie alſo of many thoaſand xzera 7) zoimly, who ſuffer. ſelves, - 


y [4 EDD thei EL Jes © 
15,.YE it Eo 4 See | 
ſtick in thei gt ry Ne of . 74s Fe ee, We 


—_ 


__ | feures, args gs qr a be» 
bs.  wieching'property ir in.chem £0 make great Scholars, rned 
” _mShoacm or. mote of enjoying them, macs; in love with 


+ * 
= 
. ' = "Y 


| _ Nor harkie abut. 8 int worth che infiftin f 
: ..- _ On, toprove che lawfulneſs of of an argenej-le of be infing | 
©: Clergy, Perks REI 

{+ -(Gn/ovr Eng phraſe) time ann #; is on al 


neer,and: bring fore y 

&- harry chat cearing "* it up by che pede which 
befieth as thecammon doom of plantsinche Charch 
ed hy-men, mages 16 how Heavenly Father, 


+ Matt 585.) he Judged ng with chat 
--,1.-—- hiscaanſel; ©: Aba. oe of Coin Profs co be ſo far 
Er ubenr” > q iſhes, and enticing pretencrs, of thoſe who 

d the ſecting vþ of the Epiſcopa! Government over them, as co 

jeld their necks unto che yoke, -and © to conform” themſelves to all 
ions,” and Magiſterial injun&ions thereof in matters of 
"A © For unlefs the multitude of Profeſſors had been 'borh-ar 
ts wie for many after, Ages, 1 far bewitched, as willingly £o bow 
dow at the feet of chjs exorique Government, ic conld never have 
taken chat deep rooting in the world which now it hath done, nor 
made ſomuch work for the right hand of Heaven, torid the world fair- 
ly and fully of it, as now it is like to do, For though the compliance 
of many Kings, \and Princes, 'and Nobfes, yea, and of many wife and 
learried menz yea, and: of ſome worthy and good men alſo, with ir, were 
neceſſary (as God efteemeth things neceſſary in fuch cafes)-to. make 
-che monnxain of icſo ſtrong, 3s (according to his pertniffive decree) fr 
_ "hack been, for _ ages Dy-path in many parts of the bor 
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Some again plead ; That Chrif det pruned liberty for all: big; 
toftek,and roreceive,their Chriltian edification where-ever they cay 
find ic, and where-ever they ſhall defire ro ſeek it: with any hope of 

iding it, 'So that they ate not tied in Conſcience wato any one ſort, 
or kind of Miniſters, but may as lawfully, and without fin, hear as off 
as they pleaſe, even ſuch Teachers, whoſe entrance into their Office of . 
ay Ls is moRabominable and hareful unto Cod, as thoſe, who enzer © 
by hat door, which he'hath ſanRtified, and appointed for this purpoſe, 
_ come -+ the yok wr drags ry png abundange jy his 

at them : aal t tho-henringy the vir 
leftor. Miiſers is fin-free, if they deliver anything that4s good; fos 
edification, and this be received ; .andin caſe they wiucr any ching'ef _, ., . ,» 
2 contrary Amport, that this be rejeted. ; - Thee 2 We 5 


Anſwer. 
4 Ss 


This t ſavoury of a ſpiritthat bath fleſb end bones relating .- + 7 
20 it, and theſe covered with a skin, which it deſires ;to keep whole-t@ >: 
flecpin. Bur, | od 

1,The1i rchaſed for us by Chryf;is.an luable treaſure, 
ab2nific ae iedge that paſleth all humane anding,, But.as - 
inthe true andrighe notion of it, at bighly accommodates be Spirig, 2: 4 
making ic abundantly fruicful, as well in 77 gbreonſueſe, '53 in joy, -and 
peace ; yea, and" in ſome reſpe&t, accommodates <flzth alſo, 'ag 
Mmely by eafing it of the infipportable burthen of the Levitical Cer 
yewonies : $0 in a cortupt and falſe notion, it hath:been from rhe be- . 
giainy, and is at this day,made a pretence of much unworthineſs, and 
a LIE ES Ir Er ue = 
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| "a > the-Golpel Jphinly mplictl.” that thing: 
> © greit ptneſxin profeſſors of the Goſpel rofumble at this one, 
 *© * eothink they may lawfully do many rhings'under the covert of their 
.  Chriſianiberty, at which otherwiſe their Conſciences would bopyle, 
#©d Rind more in awe of the word of GodTeftraining them. W 


"Chriſt, engageth us anto all.things, which make, ether for the honour 
of the Golpel, or for the comfor, peace;- and ſalvation of men, upon 
| higher, and more awful, and ſacred terms, than otherwiie we had 
been ;*yeag and upon the ſame terms, ro refrain and forbear” all 
things, zhough ocherwiſe lawful ( if they be not neceflary alio) which 


icftionable Dorine of the Scriptures, and is accordingly taught 
by the generali:y'of Minitters learned. in them, Nowthen, 

"2, The hearirig of a Prelacical Miniſtry by thoſe, wh» judge thei. 
8, ſelves Rrong, being a great offence, and ſtumbling,to their weak (l Hri« 
aL fian Frethren and this being known unto them 1o to be,-the practiſe 
--  is'as diffferrally repugnane co the Law of, Chriſtian libercy, as lighily 
F # preGtiſe can'be.” For this Law (2s: the great Apoſtle hath drawn it 
) Gal-4-.13 op) is, that Chyiftians-by love ſhauld ſerve one another (b). Now what 
. this Apoſtle ſpeakech elſewhere concerning material me#F, is, in the 

caſe before us, altogether as applicable o the ſpiritual meat, or food, 

by of Chriſtians; nay,the miſdemeanos im this caſe, is much greater, than 
* that mencionedM che other. But if thy Bro: br bt grieved with thy 
4s tat, "now walkeſt thou not charitably (vo) | thats, ' accordivg tothe 
-. 15. emphaſis andweight of the phraſe, 2s Expoſirors objerve in ſurdry the 
7214 Be” ke in GR thow walkgſt EXCEEDING ancharitably. * For if 
. — a be obje&ed, chat we are not bound by any rule of charity, to for- 
—_ ties bebr out ſpiricuatood, for the offence of any, as we are our temporal ; 
ſrant- dMiede { anſwer, yEs + in the like ſenſc,and reſpeR,in which we are bound in 
Apoc-p.152 ne towards'a Weak Brother, to forbear temporal meat, we ftand 
id bend td-forbear ſpiral alſo. If a Brother were ſo' weak; as to be 
effended that I ſhould eat any mear whatſoever in cafe of. the utmoſt 


) Rom, 1 
I 


is this caſe I were not taregard his being offended, burto ear the meat 
| which God hath given me to releive mein my excremity, howſoevet': 
The reaſons is; becauſe in tuch.a caſe I and baund-im/ duty _ 
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as the incomparable privilege of the- liberty —_— for-us by 
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are contraty unto either the one, or the other. This is the-plainand- 


necelli:y for the tupport of my life, when I cannot come at any oihdh, : 
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God'to preſerve my life, which 1 cannotdo in any other way, but on- 
Ipby exting ch meg, excing of whichana (3th Cale upoiech) 
offend my Brother. Buc when I may relieve my hungez, and ſultain 
ary life; by ſeveral kinds of meat,one.ot which yet oe 
norlawthl for ms to ear, but taketh no offence at my eating any 0 
other, if in chis caſe. ſhould exe chat which: offendech him, 1 hould 
not (as the Apoltte ſaith) walk charitably towards bim: but deflroy him, 
and ſo'aboſe my Chriſtian liberty, and bn againſt Chrif. There is al» © ** 
together the fame. corderation in chufing gur ſpiritual nouridbmenit, © - 
and means of edifications e we gadge thacwe may,yea,and that 
we'do edifie.by-reforting to a Prelaticel Miniliry (about which we ſhall - | 
norwichſtanding 2 little demur befote: the cloſe of this anſwer ) .yet 
knowing that our reſorcing hither, is 3n offence and ſcandal, to many | . 
| good Chriſt:axs, though weakz, God-having,aftorded us great variety © 
otherwiſe of” worthy m:ans' forour Bllikcation -( ag'bath been, proyed 
formerly) («),/fuch 2-praftife, ( were'igan acfelt lawiuly yer). bein 
againit charity,/is an-abuic of our Chriſhes liberty, -a kind of ,v, 
and contemp:uout.trampling upon the peace and comfort of our weak 
Brethren ( who-m1y be as preciqua. in the fight-of God as our ſelves, 
notwithſtanding; there weakneſle,). and conlequently, mult.needs be 
: fin' highly. provoking che-Lord Chyife! Indeed if Godbed commanded 
usto-hearken unto this Generation of Miniſters, what ea Coup | 
befides heſhould vouchſafe unto:us for our ſcorn pe honad dew 
cthrearned us with the vengeanceof ecernal Fire, if we-did nor | 
then, in' rhis-caſe ſhould any perſon! be- offended at; us for, heazing 
them,he mult bear the burthen of \his offenge himſelf, for we ſhould be 
| inriocent) burif- undec On By alke "rt. 


in our attention, mth chem, &:a weak Brother (hall cd at out 
compotrance in this kind; God will require his offence at our bang, 
An offence may be.raken at the perfoigancecf 2 duty z but cannot 
be given but hy an a& of liberty. | \ 4 at! 
| . » Again, The miſdemeanox of offending a weak Brother by-receiving, . 
| our ſpiricual meat from the hand of a Prelatical Servitor, is in this xe- 
[ ſpe& more: finful,than' to-offend -him/jn eating apy material meat 
would be, namely, that the offence given in the former caſezis by an 
a&ion or-praRice that is in ic ſelf, and our of the caſe of ſcandal,un- 
lawful, (as hath been proved atlarge )-, whereas .im the latter caſe, the 
offence is giver) by an:aRion, which hmply, and in ic ſelf confidered, 
is lawful::” For every creature of God: (;(aith the Apoltle, (peaking, of. 
macegial meat) & gwod, and mo ” be refuſed, Kc. 1. Tin.4.4; 
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inifters nan evilway, and hidert Repentance from thas eyes 2 
whereas their withdrawing from them, is aproper means to make them 
Len with themſelves, m__ _ them to be afhamed 
"of their lonian preferment.” 2 countenanc 

ne band'of thele-men it cheir way, wap yrwaeuus 
Were theit great Loids and Maſters alto in the evil of thei 
wiy,- Which is more prov in the fight"'of Gad than/the” other, 


Wy - Becaufe by honouring the Miniſters of the Prelatical Conran ied 
their &£ on om for the wards of eternal life, and. con- 
- .. cerriments of falvation,they keefſup and firengrhen the rare done 


- tbe inthe bem nt rands S005 people, and ſo make the moun- 

' tainf'of their power the-more ſtrong and durable ; and. conſequently, 

iſt'of being acceffary to all the ous- 
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we only mention them/beve, The Reader may pleaſerto review 
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warrant the pradtice © inebefe papers, that it is 


2 inoſt ſovereig1 Fong and retrative from it : Far. the greares 
love Chrift by br Fake Wayes Manifeſtedunts them, he hath laid © mwchi 


the RO to love others, and 
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refrain all rar homes doings that are te incotit ach this affeQion - 
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liberty. .Now thatforithe Sexvancs of ro artend/upon,vs (which: 
is the fime) hap very poten Me al MR Yia no: 
whiere-approved; obſanttifies by\Chryt ins his: Word burobiguded ups 
carChreffages With ani dighibands by thafeyebo are confederaie both in 
ſpizit & ptactice, with rhe, Saarleri#here. fiermg upon t be Sr avher-colired (a Jro'd 
Beaſt ;und dewnkew with the Blood of the Shiars ( #).:(a-deſgription which : 
belyerth not the Paclatical.PriMibood, or, Mimiftry) muſt needs have 
a dfved and rong tendency to their; 16a ibis and detriment, may be 
thus hraughtiout of darkneſs ifto-hghtiThegreat jealouke and fierce 
wiath of Cad-a1c agat ang4gnid reveated from Heaven, not only 
Bedfb hinaſchf,, thathad tw Horns lik; 4 Lanb, (5) Rev.iget 
ſe that ſheuld communi. 
thaſe:fins which are more 
icar- General uoco Ehriff, -- - 
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towardsihe: wayes and practices of the Beaſt, bug againtt any ouryard 
compliance wich. bum, a8.0 ihe recervwrg bu wark.eu Hep forehead,” or _ 


prity anchgoodr | ; wiin he ee rugs cons 
Tore Ts of me EY 4, Secoally, Thar the Holy. Gholt 
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othe Saints right be.made 
y 


y 


0 ſe-r0 dg morecirch In cheir. 
= ont reg cen diſtance 


expreſewill of God o_ rt: "that we. 


Pr Thelt5> af is'rea ablyevil, 
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| dba —_ of an inviting, ny ane gp nd altturing nature untoevit (+) $. 
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0”) foods 


v5 ach $a EL . 
A nur lence well the dne;; as Cato, 
| | (with-zhe Prolates in-thein blaſphemous uſurpations: and-incroach+ 
- ments upon -the high Prerogarive -of Chriſt's ry the Preachers; in. 
| _ theit.confentingunco their, Maſters in iſececnilegionvimpieties.by 
"MA  diviaing-the, ith chem, and accepti ——_ iry\ 
Ds "We fromand under Gen het beet demonſtr«civelyproved formesly(d). 
ratios 2 and And'the fin of Prelates in pare n and exerciſing ſuch a power inzand 
Þ: over'the: Churches of Chr;f, which is' competent only unco Chrif him- 
_ --- - ſelf, and lian 4 appropriated unio him by G being (for kind) 
+ ofie of the Sn pp ar ey mpg fins of che Babrlomſor Anti 
F._. chriſtian they who juftifie,orany wayes communicate With the 

Prelates inthe an, "uſe the Braff alſo, and communicate with him 

in the ſame, ” andconſequently; .bring themſelves under the ding of 
"8 thoſe moſt certible-rhreatnings from Heaven, which are bent ſe 
” *  » © him and-all tharbi®him Gat ſpeed in the way of his 
rs 1 + Abominarions (a8 welatelyiheard neither are they who 

- him; or declare thamſetverwith the greateft zeal and pa 


Lov and from whatſoever we are noeceaſgnably and welf affured in; 


him, about dchermatiers wherein themſelves are, 6r (at ms 


- 
: = 


| | * Þ 
be | SO 4) FN Ketvind ln 
before": 64, keredy c of tecſared innorent 
— offerice-of complying with hin, "and/juſtifying him, 
of thieves may {1} cur, and'draw ſwords upon one” another 4hour 
dividing the prey, and yerjuRifie one the other in foRowing the ame 
wicked coutte of thieving r wid Sawpſes's Foxes were” ryed'toge- 
ther by their. tails, when their heads l6oked Coritrary Wayes Ink | 
mannery ten may preach.and wtite with'a keenfile; yea and make 
moſt ſevere Laws againſt him, that calleth himſelf C byyfts Fiear| hat 
1s Anichrift (4) and againſt thoſe chat profeſs a celigious ſubjeQi (4) Thewen 
6n vntonim( whom we call Papift#} and yer may ſym lize,and bs lucedri 
in the'ſame condeninatron with him, if they elm or exerciſe a Che Ne oh. 
ov maintain and juftifte that kind of power "which hecclaim bow h a ; Depus 
over greater numbers of 4 aq es ys V 
men ). and exerciſeth, bit in much a larger 2 Vicar » © 
Sphere than they 5 a pow2r ('T mean) of "impoſing upon-men w aq gary 
they pleaſe 111 mirters of Religion, or of Faith and Worſhip, und guy 
COLNE they pleaſe alto; "The claim 6f yr been phe hy ths an A 
Chridtian World, ( or, I'might fay, over-the whole World ) conifti verlary of | 
tures him that maketh the claim, whoever he be,” thet Notorious hemy (0 tim 
and Grand Anti-cbrift,” or Viee-Chrift, of whoſe coming int en ——_— 
World in his ſeaſon, the Chriſtians in the dayes of the ApoftleS'Paxl ringer 
=_ Jebn, had heard, (5) andwhoſe Hiftoty ( his rife w.qiya ex- apr - 
p its, comimuance, 10gether wich his mof} doleful and readfull 'hng ſuc 
| _] or end ) is piophetically fer forth; by theſe Apoſiies ; "by power un 
= —__ more briefly, 2 Theſſ. 2. by the latter, more largel) 7, _—_ 
| the Revela:ion, And whoſ: ks dint 
mapa tans ever they be that claim the ed in him © 
po 99 4; { gd it be over a ſmaller pare of - men, and over thoſe 1y» his gr 
only, live urder their Civil Government andiPower,- (as moRt Adverlary 
- ers and Governours that are called Chriſtian, do') they jutifie pI neck 
_ power in the nature or kind of it, the claim ber Ser paee 
Ee ay nl 
acally, ar $Zoxhy, 1© called : and conſi ig Pr-pert! 
mma, may (with r00 good propriety of ſpeech y rr pr, Hl, axcor 
-_ han, or Anichriſts of an inferiour order, Bur chi by the Wa CLOS 
From the late premiles it plainty-enough appeareth bir the jend. —_— 
wr of mw ears and underſtandings, fiom 1ime t6-rime, to Mi- Nie, þ 
| a ſpurious and eatihly detcent,' and which the Prelates **>/+c03 fory 
(rank of «he ſpirit chat breatbech: in eAmichr ft the Grear )\may. ,j,cef ay 
6 Pilacet C 
this ſenſe frequently noſed in the New Teftamene DEEY 
he rify bc lieye) here @ 1 v<h _—_ Ys er mr #7 dy _ 6 nit 
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quenee.unto us; 
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+, * Secondly, Whereas the. rguwenrt pleadeth that the benefit of 
Edification, may lawfully'be. ſought after, and received, from-any 
Miniſtry wharſoever,, not only in.che Reformed Churches, but even 
among Pepys themſelves, as from Feſuuwes,Fryars, Orc, I anſwer; . 
1. That evil oughc not to be done,for the gompailing ot obcains 
of any gaod whatſoever. The great Apoſtle or reported to af 
firm tbe contrary, rejeRs the report, with great indignation, as: 4n 
unworthy flander, : Raps, 3.8. And no marvel ; it being repugnant 
even to the Light of Nature (as might be ſhewed from the Sayi 
of ſome of her Prophets) that the attainment of chat which is Dn; 


might be inſiſted on, but that we arein haſt. Now it'bath been for- 
metly argued, and preved, by Conſiderarigns not a few, That t9/ats 
rend-upon any Minilry,whichis'of an Apocryphal and finful erectiy 
_.'on, and conſequently yo rp can unto Chryft, and his care-and faith» 

fulneſs over the Houſe of-God, whatſoever our ends or expeRtations 


. 


Bo 


unto God ; and more eſpecially, and unqueſtionably, in the-caſe of 
Scandal given weak Chriftians, No goodneſs of ends or inten- 
tions, will make atonement fax a finful ation. 5s 
.- 2, Though/Edification be more neceflary,and of greater congern- 
ment to be endeavoured and ſought after by a Chriftian, than his daidy 
bread, yer'God having provided orderly and regular mcans,and theſe 
5 evefy way ſpfficient for his obraining it, (as hath been with greateſt 
* Yee Conſe. Evidence proved from the Scripwres* )-he 1s not to pleaſe bimla if 
deration 19. with breaking the Divine appointment on this arrprycyrny":- v-og 
| * Carver, when God hath. ſer.out'a meet and full allowance forhim; 
no whit-more, than with ſecking his daily bread by indireRt and un- 
warrantable praQices, when as there are honeſt wayes and means to 
ſupply himin this kind, which have the bleſſing of God annexed by 
protntſe unts and he well capable of the uſe. of them, The ho- 
- Iy Ghoſt chargeth it upon the'Saints as a ſpecial duty and ſervice =_ 


. _ thatin his fundamental wickednels ( ag-was even now hineed "A 
fo expoſeth-us unto danger, of partaking with him in bis plagues + 
"UE Dp yo cannat be-encoureg bytona a fl anew 
1 - , =o the libexry purchaſed for us 3 this. ( as hath-been 
be 7a ' hewed) moſt effectually p17 uo and.drawing us abide from all 
actions and wayes, that are of any.threatning or dangerous conſe» 


ſhould be endeavoured. by unlawful- wayes ; The reafon- whereof. 


may be, in,6rfrom fuch our attendance, is unlawfyy, and diipleafing - 


_—_ 


6 _. 
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oblervea Decoram, atd comely Ofder 
in their Church Alemblies,and in managingthe Ordinances and holy . 


iturions of God,!' Ler all things be done decently, and in order- (b). (þ\,x C; 
NT Avalit Paul fignifies Ky. Colofians. that he rejoyced, E ( + " 
- hgiding, chough onely';xſpiric, (for he. was now abſent. inbody) uhrir ( 2 CG 2 

Order (&); And Tire: was left by him in Crete to'pur things in order, | 

or-( agthe word fignifieth ) to ſer maxters at nights, in the Churches (d) Tit,x. 
. there (4); Now as itis a manifeſt breach of order, when a"wife is dif ; 
 } obedient to her ovn hugband, her obedience unto him being fit and ; 
, * cow tj (as the Holy Ghoſt bim(elfhach adjudged iir,Co/off, 3; 18, ) So ig of 
it yo leiſe diſorderly for any perſon, who hath freely embodyed kimſelf 
» - ins Churchof Chrift, "the members whereof ought to ſubwir then 
ſelves one to another n the fear of the Lord (Epheſ, 5,21. x Pet. 5. 5.) 
And again, to:ſerve one anather in lovg, Gal. 5.13. To build up thens- 
ſelves in their- moſt bely Faith, Jude veil. 20, To obey thoſe that are 
eur thens in (he Lord, and to efteems thew very bighty in love for their 
work: ſake, x Theſ, 5. 12, 13, Heb. 23. 17, Not toforſaks the afſens- 
bling of themſebves roge. her, but to exhort. ont awother,. Heb, 10, 25, 
Not to make cents pr Druiſiens in their body, x Cor, I, 10, or to-caxſe 
rs Rom. 16. 17. (with ſeveral other things of like 3 wich 

)/1ris (lay) diforderty in che higheſt for any Member ve; 


ng un- 
derſach ſacred obligations as theſe,unco-his body or tellow-rtemberg, 
to-rurt-his back upon them,: to abandon their comanniton, to forſake » 
their holy Afſcmblies, and under a pretence of Chriſtian liberty to 
. ſeek after editication,ro betake himieltfrom time to crime unto ſtrange 
Teachers (eſpecially being of an infamous and polluted Order) and to 
frequent Congregations ot a Polinque Conttirucion, and worldly corh- 
plexjon; in the name of Churches of Chriſt. Now.tor any man taex- 
& editication by iglbaing —, Orr, which Chr:ft hath arg > 

m higChurcnes, ts wich as licile reaſon, as to expeRt to gather 
| of tharns, or figs of b files. AY grapes 

a ' 


1 v :$, (and hfy;for this) Were it granted; or ſuppoſed, that a'perſon 

| might gather as much, yea.or more, knowledge in the Mifteries 6f the 
Goſpel; from the lips of Rrange Teachers in their Miniſtry, than'he. - 

was like todo by the teachings 1n his own Church, and-amongtt thoſe, 
from whom he hach feparaied himſelf ; yer neither will thig prove that +. 

he jdfberh, as; much, | or more, as,: of | than, he-might have done, by 

Waiting God .arthe door of rhe lips-06.'him, or them, whoipeals 

from «this own. Congregation: The Sitver,and/Gold, which a 
ungodly: man polleficth, ay be ofthe faine kind « mcthed; ended 
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merkh pn chat 39 it exvic Y ner upar! a betic 
account] hes the A Ip WL. wich 7h |-expuagonny x 
becauſe the rig hncans mans Lieele, -aþ 
hack che bleſing of Gad upom'it;and fa lan him ; Whexeas 
the riches 6f wicked men, being either.un arp obcained,or ungd2lct- 
onably detained and kept up, p- both, ace polkhuced unto.the owners, 
.and have the cuiſe of God cleaving to them, according as he chaeats 
veth, Mal;2.2. 1 will curſe your blefſongs. In like manver,. the knawy 
ledg in things appertaining unto God,and zelating unts'the favig of 
© the ſoul, which 15 abtairied by breach of Goſpel,order, and by.atiend+ 
ing upon a Miniftry of an uncleah rompriy ce and deſcent, may, it the 
letter and _ of it, he altogether the lame ( yea and a ok 
£e<d n) with char,- which is gained; by keeping: cloſe to ad Are 
. Golpek ace & i rj and xccerved from whoſe Teas 
hers, Which the Holy hath' ſet aver vs; or is diſpenſed.j in-eut 
own Chriſtian Alena, and yer come far ſhort of 'it zn the maties 
of pmue-Edification [1 mean, i in building. men up .in- Faith and jave 
pioneer _ oy is an apineſs in knowledge, in conjunftign. with 
e 01% cophrncbrarabendy ta puff men =p / (25:the 
the ms ratorcibres' is as contrary to Edificanon,as centrary may. 
| begmlcs he mien and windineſs.of be IOERnny the Grace 
and Bleſfng of God; Befides, the Scri OW many.knoren places, 
--informah us,that knowledge and ung inefs a agree mo weiwel together 
(many times) in the ſame ſubje&@and ſoul. Now. though Gobmay tus 
3.008 been rk one 


wt. 
[uncle and whilſt, the uregulariry and 


= few, and remote ] 9 there.is lictle 
t that he much more rejpyceth over a Miniftry 
\Abinowaconmmace ws oWork gracious and great 
 . things by it'for the precious ſouls of men, | And Miniſters, who xe- 
ceive their Commiſion for their work from him; or in biewey, are oft 
found Minfters of rhe Sperit, when as thoſe of an exotique and earth= 


___ Z | 
prndanthgh of prone nn hekgyy lea PRece 
| neandri enlch Techie hls whom dip 


who 1 


. a : 
code of Danian bio 


Conſcience,ſhal content th:mſelves wich thac ſpiritual diet, though it 
ſeems but ſpare and thin, which God judgeth meer to provide for them, 
are like to thrive better in the inner'min, and to grow faſter in Grace, 
chan thoſe chacluth afrer the delicate wits and parts, which'are found in 
ſome of thoſe Teachers, by whom the fonls of the Princes, and Great 
men of the Earth delight robe ſerved. So the /ſreeliterin the wilder- 
nefy, being diffatiefied with Adaxne ( which yet was Angels bread 
(c) } vitlifymg it as-« /iphr bread (4), and complaining, that their fanl 
was dryed away tor wine of better nouriſhment (#), fell x luſting after 
fizth : wherewith though God was greatly provoked, yet they were 
wet diſappormed of their luſt (f ), Acth was given themin great abun- 
nicely) : Bur whole the 

the war hindled 4pain 


them, aud the Lord [mane them with an ex- 
cerding great (bly And it is greatly tobe feared, that ſugh 
Mcmbc6 of Chrift:an Congregations, who kick againtt the ſpiritual 
provifons in thoſe Houſes of God, 'to which they relates, as if there 
were neither mirrow, nor fatne(s,nor any good nouriſhment in them, 
and think to feaſt ſumptuonſly wich che World” in their Synagogues; 
and Aﬀemblies; greatly { 1 fay) iris to be feared, that the iweer 
motſels they ſhall eat here, will never digeft kigdly with them, nor 
breed any good blood, but turn to wind and water,' and bring the 
dilpteaſure of God upon them. Therefore if Edificatios be the end 
winch men propoſe uato themſelves in taking a liberty to travel to 
drink of che waters of Abaneb' and Pharpar, they might wich much 
- more wiſdom, and fikelihood of ſucczis, have conſulted the obtain- 
ing of their defire in this kind, by Raying at home, and contencing 
themſelves with the fireams of Fordav, © | | 


eArgunent VII 
whom theſe Papers all along have endeavoured to perſwade all.good 


Men 20 decline and curn away from, if they 
L'3 | well 


92m Apes eee wing w | 
| pulſe; and"to drink mater ; thntthiir ramnies | 
newer appeared: famer, and fatter in fleſh, rhex all the dyidren this did Y 
£4: the portion of the Kings meat (b) + In ike manner they, who out of (200g 


was yes berween their teeth, the writh of 


| os mae conceive they may lawfully bear thoſe Miniſters 
onely.axmen __ 
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} | D by, wm it fur if) : 5 G Kt h if and [ tlitie q y 
2.” =» Goſpel, and Vn not ar- all mind,” or regard, theit | 


£5 _ Whoſe, Authority they. Rand forch to preach; Forithat1r'is lawful 
> whearany manprezeh the Goſpel, :evenwithout atiy Ordination _ 
- > - memat all; if we perceive, or underſtand; him competently quali 
þ. forthe workgomore\generatly, if noc univerſally,” acknowledged by 
+ » | knowing' and und*Randing men. EL 


Mall an tbe. or | _ Anſwer. 


hear, yea ofc, and from-time to time, -to hear ſuch 'a man preach, -ox 

declare in wofds, and ina continued diſcourſe (for this I call preach- 
 . thg) the counſel and mind of God in the Goſpel, who never received 
: ”/ Ordination ( in the common, and beſt known Notion of the ward) 

from men ;' yet under theſe Conditions, orProvido's. ©. | 14) + 


_ --*8; That he pretends not to-an Ordination, having never received, 

any,truc, or falſe, and the falſhood of his prerence, or his lye in this 

cafe, is<ither known to us, of juſtly ſuſpeRed; : It 1s nor worthy a 

+. - Chriſtian, to countenance «liar, or a perſon juſtly ſuſpected for' ſuch, 
in ſo ſacred a work, as the dipenting the Ozacles of God. , 


2. That he hath not ſubmirted ro any Mock Ordination, or ſuch 
which is irregular ( in the principal, or main of ir) for ſuch an Or- 
dination is a meer nullity (4s was ſhewed ſoon after the beginning 
of this Diſcourſe ) ig} which teipeR, he that walketh under ut, may 
well be- taken for a Non-Qrdained man. Yet ſuch a man is noc to 
be countenanced, or honoured; with rhe preſence of a Chriſtian, when 
be preſumes (not having firtt, by one means or other,tettined his Re- 
pentance for ſuch a reaps ) ro minifier the Glorioys Golpel of 
Chriſt. For it is not meer that the ſheep of Chriſt ſhould give ear 
bo to ſuch a Shedberd, who enrrerh not by che door (that is, by Chriſt, and 
: according to his appoin;mtnc ) ive the Sheep-fold, bur chmoerh up 
I . . another way, Joh. 10. 1, 5, compated. But this is the main part 

argued hitherto. 


++ .3. That wefind him to be; in ome degree at leaſt, Narhxes, en- 


abled by God'ro teach : which rcquirech, x. Some. good acquain.ance 
in che Maſter Veins of ihe body ot the Goſpel 3. And 2. A convenient 
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het whenee Tt comes,” nor whither itygoes, upr by What, or 


- x, 'There is little queſtion to be made but thatit may-be lawful to-. 


attic , 
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OPTI 
mies unto him, ( as all thoſe are awvalny nat hig Goſpel, of will 


Fe bis friends, "Of 


5. (and Laſtly) That whilſt we honour a private-Ciniſtian in his 


exerciie of thoſe good Gifts, which God hath given himfor our Edi- 


fication and Comfort, we do not prejudice (in the leaſt) that greater: - 
and\more ſolemn-Ordinance of the Miniltey, which Chrift harh given 
as 2 fingular bleffing unto bis Churches ; nor any wayes diſcourage - 
or grieve? thoſe, who are over us in the Lord, and'/muſt give an ac- 
count for our ſouls, The Ordihances of Chiiſt are all neceſlary in 
their (reſpeRive) ſeaſons, and-amicably afft:Red towards one ano- 
ther : there is imployment enough, and this hanoutable, for them 
all ; ſo that ene needs not endamage or enirench upon the privi« 
ledges of anniber. ' Theie Camitons and Conditions obſerved, there 
18 ltcrle queſtion Hut that ir4s very lawtul ro arrend upon the Goſpel- 
exerciles of 2 private perion, or a man net ordained (in the caminon 
ſenſe of the-word) for the Work of the Mimſtry; or of Preaching: 
Yet this provech noc (as ws everrrow briefly ſhewed \rhatic is in: 


- like manner lawful to heor . he preachings of a perſon, who barh (or 


far negle&ed the honovr and viecature cf his great LorG&' and Malter 
CHRIST, as topurchaie leave and liberty, to preach the Goſpel, 
of thote Who have neither power tr gran', nor power to deny, -and 
b aſt of all, power co fell, any iuch thing, but arc anmred 19 npong; 
and uſirpers, yea, and pioptianets of ihe holy Priviledges bouls af 
Chiiſtand tus Peoplic. | F 
2, If - 


Miniſters we 

.. work of . , 
openly and, publ 

only in the former co 


"both wich © 


, dur-only as it pacreth him in mind of God; I believe this 
would normake him innocent of the great offence of violacing the 
__— dey cures Shags bowing war to an Image 1s expreſly 

idden : for no eration = man'upon ſuch: an action, 
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